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PRESIDENTS GORNER - Yvonne Homeyer

Botany and Birding

For these of you who found it difficult to cheose
between hirding and botany on Thursday, you can
now do hoth!  The Botany Group has shifted its
walks to Monday, due to a change in Father
Sullivan's schedule. Jackie Chain continues to
lead the birding group on Thursday. Bird walks
(both Thursday and David Becher's Saturday
walks) are listed in the Calendar in every
Issua of Mature Notes, but the Botany walks are
announced every week by E-mail. To get on the
e-mail gistribution list, contact Jack Harris at
jahar @ mac.com or Jeannie Moe at jrmoe @
swhell.net.

Hurricane Katrina

The devastation of the Gulf coast-and the havoc
wreaked upon people and nature aiike were not
entirely a "natural” disaster. Scienfists studying
global warming have predicted that hurricanes :
will become more frequent and more intense, and
global warming is a man-made problem. in addi-
tion, poor-management of the Mississippi River
flood plain has contributed to the problem in New
‘Drieans. "John Flicker, president of the National
Audubon Society, in his New York Times editorial
published on 8/30/05, explained: "The evidence is
indisputable that systematic levee-building along
‘Mississipp! upstream of New Orleans has blocked
much of the natural flow of silt into the delta. \
That, in turn, has caused the delta to subside and
mads the city and its environs even more vulner-
able to the water of the Gulf of Mexico, which
itself has been rising. Upstream levee building
has also had the effect of turning a sluggish river
into a fire hose, helping to destroy marshes and
barrier istands that once provided some protection.
The steady destruction of coastal wetlands by
residential development and years of oil and gas
drilfing hasn’t helped much either. The combination

of subsiding land and rising seas has put the
Mississippl Delta about three feet lower than it
was 100 years ago....The Louisiana coast is
sinking and vulnerable because so much of the
natural sediment needed fo replenish coastal wet-

“lands is trapped upstream by 20 dams-and thou-

ands of miles of levees from Minnesota to the Guif,
The solution requires changing how the entise
river is managed.” Bringing the situation closerto
‘home, the Corps-of Engineers has been trying for
years to build a levee along the Mississippi River

-in-the Missouri boothes! to separate the river from

the flood plain. This environmentally unsound
project, known as Si. John's Bayou, is tempor-
arily on hold after extensive [itigation by the
Missouri Coaliion-for-the Environmsnt and its
director, attorney Ted Heisel.

Update on the Holcim Cement Project

After a four-year effort appealing the permits
granted by the Missouri Dept. of Nalural Re-
sources and the U. 8. Army Corps of Engineers
to Holcim, Ine. Tor construction of 2 cement plant
and quarry in Ste. Genevieve County, WGNSS ~

. gntered into a settlement with the companylast

fall. Holcim agreed, among other things, t pay
$3 million dollars into an escrow fund fo be used
for land acquisition and air conservation projects
in the St. Louis area. Recently Holcim announced
the start of the project, which triggered our ability
to spend the $1.8 million doltars aliocated for land
acquisition. Half of that money will be spent on
land in Missouri and half on land in Hinois. We are-
close to making a decision on the fand part of the
settliement and | will share the details once a final
decision has been made, Meanwhile, the Conser-
vation Easement covering 2,000 acres of Holcim's
property has been put into place. Ozark Regional
Land Trust wilt hold and monitor the conservation
easement. In addition, we negotiated payment of
$125,000 to the Environmenta! Clinic at Washing-
ton University's School of Law, which provided us




PRESIDENT'S CORNER (CONT'D FROM P. 1)

with legal representation and scientific expedise
throughout our campaign.

Board Members

We're starting off our new membership year with
a strong Board, Please ‘welcome Dr. Don Judd
and Michael Olson.” Don, a retired physieian, is
chairing the Membership Committee. One of his
first tasks will be the revision-and expansion of
our membership brochure. In this effort he wili be

assisted by Barbara Perry Lawton, a professional

author and long-time WGNSS member. Ann
Earlay, a member-atlarge on the Board, will werk

with Don to rejuvenate the Membership Committee.

if you are interested in working on membership
development, please contact Don.

Mike volunteered at our annual dinner in May for
the job of Secretary. which was vacant due fo

Jim Adams replacing Anne McComack as Editor
of Nature Notes. Mike is an administrator at the
Missouri Botanical Garden and Joins his wife
Kimberlie McCue on our Board. inan effort to
keep our members better infortned about the work

-of the Board, Mike will include a short'summary of ~~

each Board meeting in Nature Notes. Look for
this new feature in future issues.

Jim Adams Is our Nature Notes Editor. Anne
McCormack wilt remain on the Board as Member-
at-large: Rich Thoma is Marshail Magner's suc-
cessor as chair of the Entomology Group. Every-
body else is still in the same jobi The full "line-up"
of the new Board appears elsewhere in this
newsletter, along with contact information.

WGNSS BOARD REPORT - Jim Adams

Highights of the Sept. 7 Board Meeting were;
** Introduction of Don Judd as new Board
member.
**Holcim settiement status report s
**Development of preliminary WGNSS budget
for 1966; final action on budget at Oct. Board
meeting.

GROUP REPORTS
‘Mobirds has besn recommended as a possible
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GROUP REPORTS (CONT'D)

source of information from which group reports
can be develeped Weekiy feports from some
groups are entered an'the MOBIRDS website.
{Group Reperts-directly from Group Reporters
would also be most welcome. See Editorial

on this subject farther along in this issue.)

COMMITTEE REPORTS - Don-Judd

WGNSS has a Membership Committes affer a
iapse of some months. The present committee
consists of Don-Judd and Ann Earley. The com-
mittee is in the process of redoing the brochure/
membership application. Donand Ann would
certainly welcome other WGNSS members who
would be willing fo serve on the Commitiee.

ARTICLES BY MEMBERS

The Marshall/Ernestine Magner Pot Luck Affair

. This affair was held on Sunday afternoon, Aug: 21,

2005 as a memoriat to Marshalf and Ernesfine.

©_An invitation was extendéd 1o all of their friends

and relatives. It was held at the M. Magner Bug
Kingdom, a children's playground installed about
two years ago in Larson Park by the City of
Webster Grovaes. It was hosted by the Magner

family.

Fortunately the park has a large pavilion to pro-
vide shade because the temperature was hovering
in the low nineties. The event was well attended -
| would estimate 100-150 peopls, with pehaps a
third of those present members of Magner clan or
close personal friends of Marshalll and Ernestine.
Charlie Hoessfe, former head of the St. Louis Zoo,

" appeared to be the gate keeper. Rich Thoma of

the WGNSS Entomology Group and other mem-
bers of the Group attended. Others whomi
recognized included Kathlyn Fares (State Repre-
sentative) and her husband and Dick Coles. Betfly .
and | sat with a young member of Marshall's
church, an Eden seminary student. A burr-cut
young man, a Magner clan member, told me that
he works for Monsanto. | learned that he works
in Monganto's N Building on the Creve Coeur
{Contd on p. 3}
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Magner Pot Luck Affair {Cont'd}.

campus, the Research Building from which lre-
guest | met af the event was a Professor Boniour,
3 friend of Marshall. He-was snroute 4o Purdue
and stopped by for the Memorial Pot Luck. } in-
Group members.

Marshall's living sons, Robyn, Jay and Chip were
prosent with their wives. and families. | ihanked
them for the family's gift of Marshall's file of Nature
“Holes, nowin the WENES archives. This
pleasant Jate-August event was an Jmagmatwe
Ernestine and Marshalt

Flash: This justin, and I'll lnterrupt the
“Articles by Members " show.

Program Meeting, 7:00 PM, Thursday, Oct. 6,
County Library, Frontenac

Dr. Kimberlie McCue, Member at Large on the

WIGNSS Board and a Botany/Biologist working at. -

the Missouri Botanical Garden will speak on
"The Vines that Bind—lnvasive Plants, the
Trouble They Cause, and What Each ost Can
{)£2“

Cume and hear Kim.. She's had interesting
Ex-USA experience In her work for the Garden
and will have an informative message for us. She
may even tell us how o get kudzu to grow in our
Oaroens 30 We can “green up® our home 1Iowns.
Those of youwho missed the great b & b show by
Homeyer and Ziebol o Sep. 8 can atone fD! your
mistake by comingto-hear- K1m

And now, back to the Ranch....
Hurricanes and History - Jim Adams N

Hurricane Katrina and an article In fast month's
Texas Highways Magazine about the "Redfish
Riviera {aka known -as Cafhoun County, Texas,
my birfipface} brought to-mind the many signif-
cant historic and hurricane events that have
occurred fhere: {ihink it's a story worth fefling,

Qetoher 20058 www.wonss.org.

s0 here goes.

An early event was the landing of Robert Cavalies
seat, in 1684. The landing site is marked by a
during the Texas Independence Cenfennial cale-
beation in 1936. LaSalie amied with-four boalloads
of French colonists for 2 planned seitlement at the
mouth of the Mississippl River. .{aSalle had pre-
viously raveled from French Canada down the

European to do so, and sold the French king,
{Gontd neod pagey
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Hurricanes and History (Cont'd)

Louis XiV, on the idea of a colony at the mouth of
+he Mississippl to give France a claim-to-much-of
the American continent: But longitude deter-
mination was iffy in those days and-he janded far
west of his intended destination. With no large
tiver to be seen, he didna't know where he had
landed. He built a forf near the mouth of Lavaca
Bay as a shelter for-his colonists and named i
Fort St. Louis. The colonists remained at the

fort for about three years, sending out parties {0
search for the Mississippi but failed to find it. The
colonists, weary of harassment by Indians and
mosquitos, finally abandoned the fort and took off
overland, hoping fo find Canada. Friclion in the
party resuited in the killing of LaSalle by his men
somewhare In East Texas, Only.a few of the
ariginal party made it to Canada. '

One of LaSalle's ships, the LaBelle, was lost in
a.hurricane while the party was at Ft. St. Louis.

" The ship was discovered about three years ago,

buried in mud and sand. The ship was almost

perfectly preserved. it was salvaged by erecting a

. .cofferdam apund the wreck, which was in shallow.:- ~..v. -

water, and pumping out the water. The ship was
laken to Texas A&M University for preservation and
eventual placement in the new Texas State
Museum in Austin.  Tha site of Fort St. L ouis, on
private property, was located several years ago by
archaeologists. Two of LaSalle's cannon were
found buried at the site, presumably buried when
the fort was abandoned. :

Another episode in the county's history was the

" great Comanche raid in August, 1840. Hundreds
of Indians {probably more than a thousand})

_ gathered in north Texas and rode south to the
small Texas port of Linville, one of the few ports
then in operation at the time. Linville was about
three miles from present day Port Lavaca. The
indians planned to rob ships and warehouses at ~
the port. After circling nearby Victoria and

killing a number of people there and stealing 2000
horses, the band proceeded to Linville. Some
Linville residents were killed, but many of the 200
residents used boats in the harbor to escape

to Port Lavaca across the bay. The Indians
robbed the Linn warehouse and sacked and
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burned the town. The Indians then slarted home
on their horses; carrying the stolen-goods. The
band was. finally intercepted by Texas Rangers.
and defcated at-the Batlle of Plum Creek near
Lockhart in Central Texas. This was the largest.
indian battle-ever fought in the slate, Linville was
not rebuilt after this raid. There are graves of raid
victims in a walerdroni cemetlery in-Pari Lavaca.

-Soon after the setlloment that became known as
Part Lavaca was established, another town
founded several miles down the coast was aamed
Indianola. The town fleurished and in time became
the county seal. it had become the largest sea-
port in Texas by the time the Civil War began
because a long; wide pier built out into Matagorda
Bay permitted large ships to unload directly anto
the pier rather than ransferring Joads to smaller
ships to be taken on share. Morgan Line steam-
ships sailed between Indianola and New Orleans,

Camels imported by .lefferson Davis, then Secre-
tary of War, for use by the Army in the desert
Southwest, landed in Indianola. Robert E. Lee
departed from Indianola when called back to

Washington-from his Indian postin West Texas by

Gen. Winfield Scott on the eve of the Civil War to

.be offered command of the Union Atmy {an offer

he refused). Lee was followed by Union soldiers
fleeing the Indian forts in West Texas as the Civil
War erupted, leaving Indianola on troop transports.
During the war Indianola was blockaded by Union
waraships and frequently bombarded--but never
capured, Cannon balls are stilf stometimes un-
covered on beaches in the area.

After the war the seaport continued to flourish
and grow. Disaster struck in 1875 when a strong-
hurricane destroyed indianola and caused an
estimated 150-300 deaths. The ciy was rebuilt,
but a second "100" year storm hit in 1886 and
again destroyed the city. After the second storm
the city was abandoned, leaving oniy a cemetery,
masonry courthouse foundations, and remnants of
the large shelfcrete cisterns used for storing drink-
ing water. These relics were still visible when 1
was a boy but have long since disappeared
because of beach erosion. Port Lavaca, protected
by a 20 ft. high biuff, became the new county seat
after indianofa closed down. Galveston's port
supplanted Indianofa as the chief Texas port after
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‘Hurricanes and History (Cont'd)

the 1886 storm. But Galveston, built.on.an island,
was in urn-devastated by a-Category 4 -hurricane
in 1900. This killed an estimated 8000, mostly
-by drowning. - The 8000 -number is an estimate;
because of the stench hundreds of bodies were
disposed of in-huge funeral pyres.

In its Sept. 1, 2005 issue the Wall Street
Jeurnal names five cities that have endured major
calamities prior to New Orleans: Chicago, San -
Francisco; Johnstown {Pennsylvania), Galveston,
and indi nola All have rebuilt and are now thriving

. probably because of the double
whammy effect of its two "back to back" storms.
One wonders what the future holds for New
Orleans!

After { was born, the county continued to be hit
by hursicanes, large and small. In 1920.my
father and his new bride moved to Long Mott in
Calhoun County to.manage a jarge cotton plan-
tation for absentee owners. 1n 1922 a hurricane
sfruck and the crop was lost In 1928 | awcke
from an afternoon nap to find a strong windstorm

with heavy rain in progress.: Although unaware of - -

any hurricane forecast, my dad concluded that it
must be a hurricane. The passage of the gye
oyer Long Mott and a temporary cessation of wind,
followed by return of the wind from the other direc-
?n, provided confirmation. The storm, although
brief duration for a hurricane, blew a hole through
a brick schoolhouse in the nearby town of Placedo.
-.in 1934 the family evacuated 1o Victoria {30
mjles north) because of another hurricane, and we
s,oént the night in a hotel there. In 1938 another
humcane hit, this time a really bad one. The
famﬂy again fled to Victoria. The timing was very
oppprtune for me; it hit a week before | was to
Jeave for Austin to enter the University of Texas.
The storm destroyed all our farm buildings except
the-homestead, including the windmill and ifs
water storage tank. | spent most of the week be~

fore leaving home helping clean up an unholy mess.

Ironically, a week before the 1838 hurricane hit we
had seen"Gone With the Wind™ in the Port
Lavaca theater. in 1945 another hurricane hit the
area but didn't do much damage.

{n 1961 a monster storm, Hurricane Carla, hit.
By this time storms were given names. This storm

Qctober 2005 www.WGNSS.org.

affected the entire Texas coast, with winds
approaching 90-mph as farinland as Dallas. The
fifty mile wide eye came in.at Port O'Connor, a
small fishing -town in-Calhoun County a few mites
down the coast from the Indianola site. Surpris-
ngly, damage in much-of Calhoun County was
light, but the causeway across Lavaca Bay con-
necting the iwo parts of the counly was destroyed
along with Port O'Connor. (Port O'Connor was
+ebullt, and {eday has-good testaurants, a fine
waterfront park, a busy fishing industry, and even
condos—and a continuing -hufricane gxposwe.)
Loss of life in the state due to Carla was minimal
-because of the slident warnings of a {then) un-
known Houston weathercaster named Dan Rather.
Damage was heavy all along the coast but was
especlally bad in the chemical plant complex in the
Texas City/Freeport/Houston area. Six-monnths
after Carla hit, 1 drove with my family along the
Seadrift-Port O'Connor road during a spring vacatior
and could see the high water debris mark for
Carla's storm surge. It was many.miles inland
and contained a few boats.

In the late seventies, while involved with the design - -
of 2 major plant additinn to.an existing Brazara ... .- -

County chemical complex, and nervous because
of past experience and a plant site nof far from
Galveston Bay, | looked for data on the height of
the Carla starm surge in the area. It was hard fo
find; most people fled the piant site as warned
before Carla arrived {the plant was then under
construction). | finally found a credible record at
a nearby Intracoastal Cana! station. The surge
was higher than the value we had been using in
plant design. The operating Jevel for the first Jeve
was consequently raised higher than orignally
planned as a precautionary measure.

Fortunately the spate of hurficanes in my home
county ended with Carla. .ong Mott/Port Lavaca
haven't experienced a significant sform since
Carla. More recently storms have hit Mexico or
veered to the eastern Guif or the Atlantic. Tm
keeping my fingers crossed for my home county
and for Padre Island, which hasn't been hit hard
hard since a catastrophic storm at Corpus Chisti in
1913 {600 dead). North Padre is a National Sea-
shore, but South Padre is highly developed and
only a few féet above normial sea lavel.
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Animals Without Names - Clarence Zacher

In the Arctic, the natives are at a loss for words.
As the polar ice melts and the forests encroach,
animals not usually seen in the area are making
an.appearance. The Inuil Circumpolar Confes-
ence says the mdlgenous people i;terally cannot
deseribe what they' e seeing. With such names

as "bird with the red breast"” for robins", the Inuit
language dees not have a word for ducks recently
spotted by hunters in northern Canada. Barn owls
-have been seenin regions where people-have
never seen a barn; salmon and hornets, atypicai
-of the-region, have-also been sighted.

in Arctic Europe there are new breeds of reindeer
that are unrecognizable to the natives. Nils Isak
Elra, who manages a herd of 2000 reindeer in
northern Norway, says they have about 1200
words for the types of seindeer, classifying them
by age, sex, color, and antlers. Yet the appear-

ance of foe deer and even elk is leaving the people

speechiess..l know just one word for etk--""sarvva".
says Elra. Yet the animals are so unusual that
many Saami {a Lappland herding peopie) use the

. Nonweglan word "elg" instead. : When- was 8.+

child, it was like a mythical creature.

This lack of names is not fimited to animals, but
Includes some terms for plant species and the
phenomena of weather processes as weil.
"Words like 'thundersform” don't exist because
they are a phenomenon indigenous people have -
never known", says Roberf Corell, who is the chair
of the Arctic Climate Impact Assessment study,
connected with the Circumpolar Conference.

Abstracted f;qm a general interest (not copy-
righted articie) in Bulietin of the American
Meterological Society, VoI, 88, No. 2, Feb. 2005,
p. 164)

The Ozark Regional Land Trust - Jim Adams -

The Ozark Reglonal Land Trust (ORLT) s a
Missouri non-profit conservation organization
dedicated to maintaining "the unique natural char-
acter of the Ozarks™ The organization was
founded in 1984, and its headquarters is in
Carthage, Missouri. The biofogicat diversity within
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the Ozarks Bioregion depends on an abundance.

of clean fresh water and varied natural{andscapes,
Human setlement has produced changes which
threaten sefmanent harm fo its character. Through
a carefu!ly designed program of conservation and
appropriate jand use, the QRLT infends to preserve
the natural wonders of the region for generatsons o

Because the ORLT could propose a cooperative
solution to all parties, the Trust was chosen in the
fall of 2004 to protect 2000 acres aleng the
Mississippi River as part of the settlement agree-
ment reached by Holcim and four environmental
organizations. ORLT is involved in the protection
and stewardship of lands throughout the Ozarks
Bloregion in Arkansas, Missouri, Kansas, and
Oklahoma. More than 15,000 acres are already
being protected and many additional sites are
under consideration. ORLT is also protesting
many miles of treasured Ozark streams, and this
is being expanded through the Ozark Rivar Stew-
ardship program.

The tax exempt organization is governed by an

~glgsted-board-of Rirectors. -ORLT-assists aind -

works with other conservation organizations
through educational activities, consulting and
cooperative projects. [f currently has more than
1000 memobers, For more information, visit its
website.

(Ed. Note - This information was taken from an
ORLT brochure received in the mail. Itis

of interest because the Trust is involved in the
Holcim setflement. See the President's Comer :
Article, p. 1, Column 2.} S :

7 William Brandhorst Honored

in last month's issue of Nature Notes, in an ar-
ticle about founding member William Brandhorst’
who died recently, | mentioned that Brandhorst
Had d life fong interest in butterflies. He and his
wife Emilie were active supporters of the Sachs
Butterfly House in Faust Park. They visited Mexico
to film the sight and sound of-Moharch- butterflies,
anct Wiltiam invented a speciaf display box for
butterfly specimens. Cne facet of Wiliiam's fife
(Cont'd; next pagey
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William Brandhorst Honored (Cont'd)

that |.had not caught up with was that for many.
years he made an annual inventory of butterfiies
in the Busch Wildlife Area for the Missouri DepL
of Genservation. .In appreciation for his services
to Busch Wiidiife, the Depf. of Conservation has
‘ Fecently erected a handsome arbor-ike structure
in the Ziebol Butterfly Garden at Busch Wildlife
~which i surmounted by a sign which says:
INMEMORY QF BILL BRANDHORST. I'm sure
Emilie and the rest of us WGNSSers are grateful
for this heart-warming tribute to Dr. Brandhorst.

Ed. Note - Same of you may not know that the
Ziebol Garden at Busch was created as.a joint -
project by WGNSS and the {ocal chapter of the
Norih American Bufterfly Association {NABA for
shart). I'm hopefut that in the near future { can
publish a history of the Ziebol Garden. .I'm also
confident that you would be interested in knowing
-abaut how it is being maintained and about recent
actions by the WGNSS Board to ensure the tong
term well-being of this colorful gatden.

Flash: This just in, and I'll interrupt normal .
programming!

From Yvonne Homeyer - Yvonne fells about a
warning just received from Ted Hejsel of the
Missouri Coalition for the Environment. The
subject of her message abouf Ted's warning was
“Care about the River des Peres, Mississippi
River, or Maline Creek". Her message foliows.

The Missouri Clean Water Commission exempted
3 iocal bodies of water that were NOT on the fist
of potential exempf streams; therefore this

action came as a compiete surprise to members
of the public, who had no chance to submit com-
ment on the importance of cleaning up the

River des Peres, Mississippi River and Maline
Creek. A quick E-mail to the EPA offitial N
mentioned below will et the EPA know that the
public fs concerned about the Ciean Water
Commission's tactics and decision. The EPA has
the power to overturn the Missouri Clean Water
Commission’s actiom.

The alert s of importance to anyone iy the St.
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Louls area who wants local sireams to mest
reereational standards; 12, no-raw: gewage
dumped into these. sifeams, no. unheaithy patho-

-geasswmmwa&e;sw;ﬁawh&ehpm&em

come into contact. The recreational standard is

designed {0 protect the-public's health.

The EPA person to contact is Bonnie Liscek.at
liscek. bonnie@epa.gov. If you send an E-maljl,
please send a copy o Ted Heisel at moenviron @
moenviron.arg. (yes, this is the correct address).
Your E-mail may be a litle belated, but remember
that the wheels of government move slowly and -
your message WILL have.animpact.

And, now back to the ranch!

HISTORIAN'S GORNER
Indexing Status

Since athe last .issue of Nature Notes, three more
veolumes of old Nature Notes have been indexed,
Vols. 1843-45. These volumers were all for. war
years, and it was gratifying to learn that the

. Society was able to carry on so.well despite

gasoline rationing, which created travel problems.-

JAnd it was especially gratifving fo [earn that of the

20-25 WGNSS members called up for service,

all retumed home. (One was wounded). About
70% of the past annual volumes have now been
indexed. A sfarf has been made in adding these
indices to the WGNSS webslite. Tune in. 1f you
need fo search for something nof yef on the
website, call me. The website index additions

can be accessed by search engines.

Another Websife Addition

Our webmaster, Randy Korofev, has scanned the
WGNSS 75th anniversary booklet and added the
scanned pages fo the WGNSS website. This
book contains an excellent summary of WGNSS
history. However, {his additfori can't be searchsd.
You'li have to view it on the website,

Humboldtiana

Since the article | wrote about famed explorer-
naturaffst Afexander von Humboldt in an earlier
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Humboldtiana {Cont'd from p. 7).

issue-of Nature Notes this year, I've had several
-questions about place names—is this place

named after THE Humboldt you wrote about? The.
answer is almost certainly yes. Alist-of places
and things named. after von. Humbo!dt is.given.
below:

CITIES, TOWNS AND VILLAGES - Twelve total,
1Q in.the U.S., one in. Canada and one in Mexico
UNITED STATES COUNTIES - Three, one each
in California, lowa and Nevada

BODIES OF WATER - Nine, inciuding 2 bays, |
ocean current, 1 sink, 1 harhor, 1 reservoir, 1 sait
marsh, and 2 rivers, workdwide

MQUNTAINS AND GLACIERS - Seven, including
2 peaks, 1 glacler, and-4 mountain ranges,
worldwide

PARKS AND FORESTS - 2 slate parks and a
national forest in the U.S., a naticnal park in
Cuba. The Cuban nalional park was designateda
Heritage Site in 1981

EXTRATERRESTRIAL FEATURES - One, the
Mare Humboldtianum on the earth's moon.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

The following new members have been received
since the Jast list was published in the June 2005
issue:

Nancy Bagian

Charlotte Manges

Scoft Merritt

William Wenzel

We extend a hearty welcome! We hope that

you will guickly find a heme in onse of our interest
groups and will enjoy tearning more about our
nafuraf world. Contact one (or morej of the
interest group feaders listed in this issue, and

if you really want to find out what's going on,
remember that members are always welcome at
out Board meetings. You will also find that our
monthiy program meetings, presented by author-
ities in the various fields of nature, are very
educational. For schedules for Board meetings,
Prograriy meetings, amd nature walks, see

"in This issue” on p. 3. If you have other questions,
calf me (the Edifor} at (314) 961-2494,
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PERSONALS.

WGNSS Life Member Paul Neuhoff recently undar-
wentsurgery-at St Lukes. Héis now récovering.
at home,” Paul,, whom I've known for many years
from working together in Ssouling {he's a Silver
(Beaver). Payli is the only. WGNSS member | know
who has memeries of the WGNSS Nature

Nature Study Lodge, formerly Jocated on the site of
Beaumont Scout Reservation. As Histerian, 'm
indebted ta Paul for the gift of his file of Nature

-Notes, a gift which coupled with a strilar gift

from Marjorie Richardson, has helped me build a

{ocal file of Nature Notes complete from 1965 {o

the present. The recent Magner Legacy has
provided earlier volumes, 8o we have a complete
local file of Nature Notes dating back to the
beginning (Nov, 1820).

I'm sure we all wish Paul a speedy recovery.

And I'll appreciate personals at any times. With a
family.of 400-500 paturalists, things must.be
happenings all the time -- bitths, marriages, pro-
motions, important field sightings not cherwise
reported trtps you name it. Thanks

PUBLICATIONS BY N‘IEMBERS

Host Plants of leaf beetle species occurring in the
United States and Canada, by several contributors,
including James M. Sullivan of WGNSS, Special
Publication No Z, the Coleopferists Saciety,
Sacremento, CA (April 20, 2004)

SCHOLARSHIP NEWS

Mike Flieg has provided “Thank You" notes from
two WGNSS scholarships. The first is from
Rachel Katz of Rutledge, Missouri, She writes
that she has finished field work for a Master’s
Thesis on "How Management and Cover Types
Affect Grassland Birds And Their Food Chain
Dynamics on Conservation Reserve Programs
(CRP) Fields it Northeast Missouri” Siie wilf
"defend” her thesis on Nov. 18 and intends to
graduate in Decemiber. She sends her thanks for
our support, “which was critical in allowing me to
do my research”™. Eight color pictures were
attached fo her letter.

{Cont'd, next pagey
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SCHOLARSHIP NEWS.(Cont'd from p. 8}

Justin Shew, a Menke Scholarship recipient,

whae did his worlc.at Southwest Missour! State
University, reports that he received his Master's
degreainMay, 2004 His thesis was entitled
"Spatial Ecology and Habitat Use of the Western
Fox Snake {Elaphe vulpina vulpina)-on Squaw

Creek National Wildlife Refuge.. Since completing

his thesis and graduating, he has aftended several
meetings, including the highly specific ecology

Jgroup conference Following thishehas been
working and road tripping through the North
Americancontinent. Las{ summer he banded
hirds in Newfoundland and this winter did more
bird work in the central valley of Cslifornla, He's
currently between seasonal jobs, but will soon

be living in Jackson Hole, Wyoming working on
btack billed magpies. He plans to submit his

He thanks us very muych for his scholarship and
says he's learned a iot from his graduate s¢hoal
experience. He enclosed an abstract of his

thesis and severat pictures, one of himself holding
{presumably) a western fox snake.

Ed. Note - The WGNSS Scholarship Program

Is administered by its Scholarship Committee.
Comruitfes members arg: Mike Flieg, Chairman,
Marjorie Richardson, Barbara Elftman, Bob Dwyer,
Paf McCormick, and Rich Thoma (rep[acmg
Marshall Magner, recently deceased)

* PUBLICATIONS/BOOKS OF INTEREST
Biographies

**Rhododendron fovers owe muchto British
Botanist {Joseph Hooker) - Svetland Grobman,
‘Sat. Louis Post-Dispatch, May 15, 2008.

*Elliott Coues, Naturalist and Frontier Historian -
Paul Russell Cutright and Michaet J. Brodhead - ~
Utiiversity of iiiindis Press, Urbarg, 1981

Gendral Publications

*Rallying for & National Prairie, Nature Conser- -
vancy Landmarks, Autumn 2005, p. 7. The Nature
Conservancy row owns ffre’ 77,000 dcre Tallgrass
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Prairie National Preserve in the Flint Hills of
Kansas;the enly privately owned national

- presetve in the country.

**River des Peres Ribhon Quiting; Traiinet; Aug-
Oct., p..6. The River des. Peres Greenwayis a. .
lingar park-along the-River des Peres that tuns
from the Mississippi River to Forest Park.

**Back from the Brink~ Ten Endangered Species
Make a Caomeback, Smithsonian,, Sept. 2005,

P.54-63, U.S. speciss covared. Bald Eagle,

Southern Sea Otter, Whooping Crane, Red-
Cackaded Woodpecker, Celifornia Winter Run
Chinook Salmon, Karner Blue Butterfly, Chirlca-
hua Leopard Frog and Grizzly Bear

**Phantom of the Bayou - Bobby R. Harrisan,
Natural History, Sepl, 2006, p, 18-24, 82, The
author’s personal quest to find the ivory-billed
woodpacker ciiminates in the first confiimed
North American sighting in more than 50 years.
**Future Power - Where Will the World Get the
Next Energy Fix? Michae! Parf, National Geo-
graphic, Aug. 2005, p.2-29

**Planning the Future of the Mark Twain Nationat
Forest, A Citizen's Guide 1o the Draft Plan
Revision - {An analysis by) the Missouri Coalition
for'the Environment, 8267 Delmar Blud., Ste. 25,
St. Louis, MO 63130

BOOKS

**Walks and Rambles in and aound St. Louis -
Roberf Rubright - Backeounfry Publication -
Woodstock, VT (1995)

*60 Hikes within 60 Miles - St Louis - Sfeve
‘Henry - Menasha Ridge Press - Birmingham,
Alabama (2003) :

*'Texas Ranger - Jack Hays in the Frontier South-
West - Texas A&M University Press, College
Station (1993} - Contains an account of the

Battle of Pium Creek

“**|ndianola - The Mother of Western Texas -

Brownison Malsch - Shoal Creek Publishers, g, -
Austin, Texas (1977} - All you need to know
abigut indiariold.

**saac's Storm: A Man, a Time, and the Dead-
ligst Hurricane it History - Erik Larson (ca. 2000)
Tells the story of how a Category 4 hurricane hit
Galveston, unprepared because of & "air, sunny”
forecast for the day by the {ocal weatherman, who
received thig forecast frony Washingtor via the
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BOOKS (Cont'd)

Amy's telegfaphic network. In 1800-there was.
ns radio; TV, asrial roconaissanse and most
travelers were- moved by rail. Husricane fore-
casting-depending on belated yecords by shiss
that had encounfered them at sea. In 1800 the
weather people but American occupalion forces
were-skeplical and sefused {o sanomit a warning,
fearing the backlash of a false alarm for a

city co difficultio-evacuate. ‘wes connacled ic
ta the mainland only by a narrow wooden cause-
way, Hence $he unfortunate decision fo play it
safe with a fair weather forecast.

CORRECTIONS

After reporting in the previous issue that the
‘birding group had decided fo rpeet at 8:30 P

e A A ke

rather than B hecause of traffic considerations, |

we decided to meet at 8:30 AM, not 8:30 PM for
the Thursday hirding trips a8 reported in the
August Nature Notes. We doubted we could see

anough night birds to justify the trips, andthe ... . .

leader's night vision is definitely sub-par.” 'm
still chuckling.

EDITORIAL RE GROUP REPORTS

Its a fact of e that many of our members dop't
attend some of our more interesting group activities
because they're not involved with the particular
group, don't go out at night, tive too far away--you
name . Buf ail WGNSS members have an in-
terest in the nataral wortd, or they wouldn't be
members. We've let lapse a practice that | feef
would be of great interast to those who miss out
on some of our more interesting events. In going
though older issues of Nature Notes for indexing,
} find it was formerly the practice to submit a post-
event article to Nature Notes giving the highlightss
of the event or program. Sometimes these
articles also included information on activities,
who felf in the mud, for example, and on birtfrs
and marriages. Some post-event articles have
provided priceless historicat informration. A good
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example of this is an article that provides very
detailed information about the 28th- Anniversary
Dinner, including the entire guast list

To lighten the Joad of group.chairmen, groups.
slected-a Reporier {o-provide sush feedback iothe
Editor and fo the general membership via Nature
MNeles, Inmany cases the names of group reper-
ters were included in the list of group officers.
roposied sech yearafier-the annualmesting,
Some of the group reports were also quite

Sullivan was lampooned (or honored) at the

-annusl dinners of the Botany Group. -1t would be

great.for WGNSS if we could find a way to provide

Better feadhack to the entire membership about

noteworthy doings in the interest.groups and
shout the menthly programs. - It would also selieve
the Editar of the chore of pleading for adicles for
Mahura Notes  Pleaes think ghoutdhis, Thanks,

A -NOMWGMSS ANNOUNCEMENTS

Jim Ziebol .and Dennis.Bozzay will give a video.and
slide presenatation of birds and butterflies on '
Ogtober 12 at 7:00 PM at Machacek Library,

6242 Scanlan, near i-44 and Jamigson (phone
781-2948). Jim will speak about the Rio Grande
Valley and Dennis willl focus on St. Louis area

birds and bulterfiies. These two speakers (both
WGNSS members) are very knowledgeable and
you will enjoy the visual accompanimeantt’ Qpen

to WGNSS and members of the public.

The Green Center is condycting a search for an
Executive Director. The Green Cenfer i5 a not-
for-profit a arts and environmental organization
locaated in University City, Missouri. Salary s
commensurate with experience. A job description
is posted on he Green Center website:

www. TheGreenCenter.org. ‘Send fetter and
resumme to Jane Schaefer, 8025 Blackberry Ave,,
University City, MO or email to
greencenterdirectorjob @earthink.net by Nov. 15.

Schedulé for the 2005-06 Free Seminar Series
Co-Sponsored by the St. Louis Zoo and the

Academy of Science of St. Louis. Helfd in the

Webster Groves Nature Study Society



NON-WGNSS ANNQUNCEMENTS (Cont'd)

Living Waorld, North side of the Zoo, free parking.
intha Morth-iot, The Srsttvcoventsare

‘Menday, Oct, 3, 7-9PM

The Real Scene Behind CS1 Farensic Sciences
Upfolded. Three members of the Midwestern
Assn. of Forensic Scientists will discuss various
-aspacis-of {erensic stience investigations.
Wednesday, Oct. 26, 7:30-9 PM

People and-Forest Biodiversity in Timesof Armed
Conflict:. The Jturi Forest, Democratic Republic
-of Congo. The speaker willbe Comeille Ewangn,
2005 Goldman Prize recipient, LUM-St. Louis.
Through nearly a decade of civil war and political
corruption Ewango applied science and grass-
roofs mobilizafion fo help-lead the effort fo pro-
tect that country's Okapi Faunal Reserve in the
Jturi Rainforest.

Future events will be held-on Nov, 16, Jan. 18,
Feh. 15, and'March 15. Details will be provided
in future issues. For mare information, call
{314) 768-5466 or (314) 533-8083

FUTURE GROUP ACTIVITIES
Botany' - Jeannie Moe

Botany walks are now on Monday. The Botany
group visits many of the same locations as
the Butterfly and Bird Groups: Busch C.A., Shaw
Nature Preserve the Missouri Botanical Garden,
Babler State Park and Cuivre River State Park.
Learning plants will help you learn butterfly host
plants. Sign up for Botany Group E-mails from
Jack Haris (jhar @mac.com) and receive an
E-mait every Sunday, sometimes earlier, about
the next Monday's trip. (836] 946-9802

Entomology - Rich Thoma

FRIDAY, SEPT. 23 - 3 P TO SATURDAY, SEFT.

24 - 3 PM - A BioBlitz at Little Creek Nature Area
in Florissant. The organizers of this BioBlitz are

looking for volunteers to help collect and identify

insects and to fead insect coflecting fiefd trips. If
interested in heiping out, contact me as soon as

possiblé so { can nofify the BioBfitz Organizets.

Octoher 2005 ~ www.WOGNSS.org.

SUNDAY, SEPT.25 - 7 PM - Join the Enfomelogy
Graup for its annual "Show and Tell Night!, Thia.
is a chance to show off all those great insects you
collected aver the summer. Feelfrea is bring in-
sects, books, photos, and anything else insect

telated, There willbe a compister and projector

for anyone who wishes to show Powear Point
pictures. A spadialrequest for the-evening isthat
you bnng a list of your favorite insect related web

sites. These will be discussed ot a future meeting.
The meeting will be heid at the home of George .
Winlder, 10-Coevingtan 1n., Olivetie, Mo {314)
993-1652)

SUNDAY OCT. 16 -7 PM - "Topxcs from.the
 World: One-Enfomologist's Military

and Civilian Experiences" will be presented by

John Gresnplate. The meeting will be held

at the home of George Winkler (see above).

SUNDAY, NOV. 20 - 7 PM - "The American
Burying Beetle - An Update of the Research

Being Done to Preserve This Endangered Species”
will be presented hy St. Louis Zoo Seniar -
Entomologist, Jane Stevens. The meeting will be
held at the home of George Wionkler (see'above).

Ornithiology ~ Jackie Chaln

Due to increasingly clogged traffic on weekday
moranings, we are changing the meeting time for
the Thursday WGNSS Birding group from 8 AM ta
8:30 AM. {314) 644-5908

Ornithology - David Becher

SEE SATURDAY WALK SCHEDULE ON THE
NEXT PAGE.

= What can we writers learn from lizards, lift
from birds? 1n quickness is truth, The faster you
blurt....the more honest you are, In hesitation is
thought. in defay comes the effort for a style, in-
stead of leaping upon truth which the only sivie
worth deadfalling or tiger-trapping. - Ray Bradbury
*4*The difference between the almost-right
word and the right'word is reafly a farge: matter-
it's the difference between the lightning bug and
fightning - Mark Twain
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Ornithology —Saturday Bird Walks - David Becher

September 24" Saturday WGNSS Birding ~ Tower Grove Park  8:00 am Meet at the
Gaddy Garden Entrance (Leader D. Becher 576-1146).
October Ind Saturday WGNSS Birding Riverlands Teal Pond  8:00 am (Leader D,

Becher 576-1146).

October 8th Saturday WGNSS Birding “Where the birds are” Meet at the County Library
Parking Lot (north side) at 8:00 am . (Leader D. Becher 576-1146).

October 15th Saturday WGNSS Birding Riverlands Teal Pond 8:00 am (Lieader D,
Becher 576-1146), ' -

October 22th Saturday WGNSS Birding “Where the birds are” Meet at the County Library
Parking Lot (north side) at 8:00 am . (Leader D, Becher 576-1146). '

October 29th Saturday WGNSS Birding Riverlands Teal Pond  8:00 am (Leader D.
Becher 576-1146). ' o

November 5nd Saturday WGNSS Birding “Where the birds are” Meet at the County Library
Parking Lot (north side) at 8:00 am . (Leader D. Becher 576-1146).

November 12th Saturday WGNSS Birding  Riverlands Teal Pond  8:00 am  (LeaderD.
Becher 576-1146),

November 19th Saturday WGNSS Birding  Riverlands Teal Pond  8:00 am (Leader D,
Becher 576-1146),

November 26th Saturday WGNSS Birding  Where the birds are”  Meet at the County Library
Parking Lot (north side) at 8:00 am (Leader D. Becher 576-1146), =~ :

DecembérlBtl.l Saturday WGNSS Birding - Riverlands Teal Pond  8:00 am (Leader D,

Becher 576-1146).

December 10th Saturday WGNSS Birding ~ Where the birds are”
Parking Lot (north side) at 8:00 am = (Leader D. Becher 576-1146).

Meet at the County Library

FIELIFNUTES

Spring Botanizihg - Carl-Darigo
The Botany Group welcomed the spring season, continuing the regular Thursday ogtings,_with the -following
attending one ot more times, Father James Sullivan, Sandy & Dave Alspaugh, Nevin Aspinwall, Lia Bollmann,
David Bruns, Nancy & Wayne Clark, Jeanne Clauson, daughter Kristen and grandson Owen, Florence Cocayne,

4Contd. next page)
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Spring Botanizing - Carl Darigo {Caont'd)

Carl Darigo, Laura Evans, Ron Goetz, Pat & Jack Harris, Martha & Rex Hill, Nels Holmberg, Del Johnson,
Anne Kettler, Donna & Bob Kirschenmann, Gladys & Ed Kullman, Susan Lammert, Jeannie & Jim Moe, Tom
O’Gorman, John Oliver, Anne Orth, Nathan Pate, Ray Poninski, Marge & Jim Ruschill, Susie & Dick Russell,
Jane Schaefer, Ann & Bruce Schuette, Al Seppi, Bob Siemer, Kathy Thiele, George Van Brunt, Dave Weber

and Bob Welis.

March 3, Robertsville State Park, Franklin County--nine persons checked out various park roadsides, Robert’s
Cemetery and a ridgetop, under sunny, 45° weather. A healthy population of flowering harbinger of spring
(Erigenia bulbosa) was found throughout the boat ramp picnic area. Otherwise, only one other flowering plant,
Corylus americana (hazelnut), was spotted. Wintering leaves of Aplectrum hyemale (Adam & Eve orchid) and
evergreen Asplenium platyneuron (ebony spleenwort), as well as fruits of last year’s ladies’ tresses orchids
(Spiranthes sp.) were seen. Jeannie Moe, Kathy Thiele and Nels Holmberg discovered gilled salamander larvae
in a pond remnant,

March 10, St. Francois State Park;, St. Francois County--on a chilly, cloudy, 45° day, seven members gathered,
including newcomer Nevin Aspinwall. For starters, a drive was made to the southwest section of the patk to
view frost flower remains on Verbesina virginica (white crownbeard) stems. Then, a south-facing cliff along
the Big River southwest from Mooner’s Hollow picnic area, was explored Nine flowering plants were noted
under the bluff, including Isopyrum biternatum (lowland rue anemone), Thiaspi Pperfoliatum (perfoliate penny
cress), Acer saccharinum (silver maple) and Erigenia bulbosa (haibinger of spring). Emergent green leaves
were abundant on Veratrum woodii (false hellebore), Tradescantia subaspera (wide leaf spiderwort) and
Blephilia hirsuta (wood mint), T Rt e e

March 17, Rock Hollow Park, St. Louis County--11 members, including 1* timer Ron Goetz, turned out on a
sunny, 55° day to walk the Al Foster Trail and portions of Rock Hollow Park. Jeannie Moe had brought a
yellow-flowering plant from the Katy Trail in St. Charles County, which Father Sullivan identified as Cornus
tnas (Corneilian cherry), an exotic of the dogwood family. For the day, 16 flowering plants were found,
including Phacelia purshii (Miami mist), so tiny that Nels Holmberg had to sprawl on ground level to check
out the plants, Poa annua (annual bluegrass), Ulmus rubra (slippery elm), Cardamine concatenata
(toothwort), Claytonia virginica (spring beauty), Hedyotis crassifolia (small bluets), Draba verna (vernal

- whitlow grass) and Holosteum umbellatum (jagged chickweed). No one could answer Father Sullivan’s test of
Ptelea trifoliata (common hop tree), even though supplied with the hint of concealed buds, but Dick Russell
scored on a 2" test of bur oak buds (Quercus macrocarpa). Two comma butterflies (Polygonia comma) were
spotted as well as an unusual-appearing tiger beetle, '

March 24, Little Creek Natural Area, St. Louis County--on a cloudy, 45° day, six people made the Botany
Group’s first visit to this site, maintained by the Ferguson-Florissant School District; thanks to Barbara
Stephenson, Office Manager for the invitation. Although, as is common with most urban areas, the ever-present
bush honeysuckle (Lonicera maackii) was abundant, many other plants were observed. However, only two,
dead nettle (Lamium purpurenm) and spice bush (Lindera benzoin), were in flower. Some other species noted
were Allium vineale (wild onion), Elephantopus carolinianus (elephant’s foot), Geranium maculatum (wild
geranium), Hackelia virginiana (Virginia stickseed), Polystichum acrostichoides (Christmas fern), Ribes
missouriense (Missouri goosebetry) and Urtica divica (false nettle), Among plants found in a planted prairie
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Spring Botanizing -~ Carl Darigo (Cont'd)

were big bluestem (Andfopogon g'érardz'i), rattlesnake master (Ery}zgium yuccifolium), wild bergamot
(Monarda fistulosa), compass plant (Silphium laciniatum) and switch grass (Panicum virgatum). David Bruns
identified two fungi, split gill (Schizophyllum commune) and velvet tooth (Trichaptum biformis).

March 31, Babler State Park, St. Louis County-- a large gathering of 16 enjoyed a sunny 60° on the first really
nice spring day of the season, while checking out the old, gated road at the park’s north end. Some concern was
expressed when no sign of the Calycanthus floridus (strawberry shrub) grove was seen, but hopefully the
season was still too early, Nathan Pate went off into the woods to spot dutchman’s breeches (Dicentra
cucullaria), while Jack Harris found a true indication of spring’s onset, a flowering Carex albicans plant (early
spring sedge). Some time was spent in differentiating Cardamine parvifiora (small flower bitter cress) from
several other Brassicaceae species, as David Bruns pointed out key differences between the plants. Among
other flowering species seen were Glechoma hederacea (ground ivy), Holosteum umbellatum (jagged
chickweed) and Sanguinaria canadensis (bloodwort).

April 7, Klondike Park, St. Charles County--a forecasted rain did not appear as 13 botanists checked out the
higher elevations behind the park’s visitor center, on a partially cloudy 60° day. Prior to the walk, Nathan Pate
brought a plant from his yard, which Father Sullivan identified as Draba cuneifolia (wedgeleaf draba). Among
flowering plants observed were Rhus aromatica (aromatic sumac), Viola bicolor (Johnny jump-up), Androsace
occidentalis (western rock jasmine), Buglossoides arvense (corn gromwell), Phlox divaricata (blue phlox),
Uvularia grandifiora (large bellwort), Dicentra cucullaria (Dutchman s breeches), Corydalis flavula (pale
corydalis), Oxalis violacea (violet wood sorrel), Viola sororia (confederate violet), V. pubescens (yellow
violet), Ranuculus harveyi (Harvey’s buttercup) and Erysimum repandum (bushy wallflower). Several ferns
seen were Ophioglossum vulgatum (southern adder’s tongue), O. engelmanii (Engelman’s adder’s tongue) and
Cystopterts profrusa (southern fragile fern). A spring azure butterfly (Celastrina ladon) was enjoying the
spring weather.

April 14, Wolf Hollow, Madison County--nine persons traveled to Farmington on a somewhat chilly, 60° day,
where Father Sullivan was in the midst of his annual botany trip. Father Sullivan led the group along an old
road, bordering the Mark Twain National Forest, near Wolf Hollow and Lower Rock Creek in northwestern
Madison County. Seen here were numerous plants, the more interesting being Saxifraga virginiensis (early
saxifrage), Erythronium americanum (yellow trout lily), Silene virginica (fire pink), Tradescantia longipes
(dwarf spiderwort), Vicia caroliniana (wood vetch), Cerastium arvense (mouse-ear chickweed), Sedum
ternatum (three-leaf stonecrop), Ajuga reptans (carpet bugle) and Cheilanthes lanosa (hairy lip fern). The
Ajuga are small, non-native, bright purple plants in the mint family, often planted near homes. The dominant
species in the nearby bottomland was Ranunculus harveyi (Harvey's buttercup), which drew much attention
due to the large number of petals. A visit was also made to nearby Silver Mines to see Phlox bifida (cleft phlox)
and Draba aprica (tall draba). ' .

April 21, St. Francois State Park, St. Francois County--a group of 12 evaded threatening thunderstorms on a 65°
day, to walk the Swimming Deer Trail. Flowering plants were in abundance, with a total of 47 being sighted.
Some of the more interesting were Arisaema triphyllum (Jack-in-the-pulpit), Camassia scilloides (wild
hyacinth), Comandra umbellata (rock toadflax), Delphinium tricorne (dwarf larkspur), Descurainia pinnata
(tansy mustard), Dodecatheon meadia (shooting star), Hydrastis canadensis (golden seal), Hydrophyllum

Page 14 ~Webster Groves Nalure Study Sqciety



Spring Botanizing - Cari Darigo {Cont'd)

appendiculatum (woollen breeches), Mertensia virginica (bluebells), Silene virginica (fire pink), Stylophorum
diphyllum (celandine poppy) and Ranuncalus hispidus (hispid buttercup). Abundant along the park roads were
bright yellow flowers of prairie ragwort (Packera plattensis) and the large, yellowish-brown blossoms of Ohio
buckeye (Aesculus glabra). _ '

April 28, Don Robinson Property, Jefferson County--a persistent 45° drizzle did not deter eight members who
toured the sandstone canyons of Don Robinson’s property in northwest Jefferson County, with permission
arranged by Nels Holmberg. Best plants of the day were leaves of Sullivantia sullivantii (sullivantia),
Saxifraga pensylvanica (Forbes’ saxifrage) and Aralia racemosa (American spikenard). Also seen were the
blue flowers of Astragalus distortus (Ozark milk vetch). Other interesting plants observed were Aristolochia
serpentaria (Virginia snakeroot), Huperzia Iucidula (shining clubmoss), Luzula campestre (wood rush),
Mpyosotis verna (scorpion grass), Sabatia angularis (rose pink), Packera aurea (golden ragwort), Silene

* stellata (starry campion), Zizea aurea (golden alexander), Botrychium virginianum (rattlesnake fern) and
Galium circaezans (wild licorice). Among sedges found were Carex crawei (long stalk), C. eburnea (ivory), C.
torta (twisted) and C. glaucodea (blue). Near an old log cabin, Nathan Pate spotted a prairie ring-necked snake

(Diadophis punctatus arnyi).

May 5, Cuivre River State Park, Lincoln County--on a sunny, 70° day, Bruce and Ann Schuette led a large
group of 22 to various park sites. The first stop was across the road from the Visitor Center, where a large patch
of false mermaid (Floerkea proserpinacoides) was observed. In the valley below Camp Derricotte, several
showy orchis (Galearis spectabilis) plants were found. Other.orchids in the vicinity were Cypripedium
parviflorum (yellow lady’s slipper) and Corallorhiza wisteriana (coral root). Among other interesting plants
seen here were Arisaema triphyllum (Jack-in-the-pulpit), Hydrastis canadensis (golden seal), Mertensia
virginica (bluebells), Ophioglossum vulgatum (southern adder’s tongue), Viola palmata (cleft violet), Hypoxis
hirsutus (yellow star grass), Krigia biflora (false dandelion), Taenidia integerrima (yellow pimpernel),
Geranium maculatum (wild geranium), Delphinium tricorne (dwarf larkspur), Carex retroflexa (reflexed

sedge) and C. jamesii (James’ sedge). :

May 12, Pickle Spring, Ste. Genevieve County--75° and sunny weather greeted a group of 16, who negotiated
the “Trail through Time”. Orchids occupied the spotlight as leaves and last year’s stalks of Goodyera pubescens
(downy rattlesnake plantain), ptus flowers of Isotria verticillata (large whorled pogonia), which were slightly
past their best, were found. Among other notable plants seen were Comandra umbellata (rock toadfiax),
Panicum laxiflorum (loose flower panic grass), Carex retroflexa (reflexed sedge), Asclepias quadrifolia
(whorled milkweed), Heuchera americana (common alum root), Hypericum hypericoides (St. Andrew’s
cross), Lysimachia lanceolata (lance leaf loosestrife), Oenothera linifolia (sundrops) abundant on a glade,
Rhododendron prinophyllum (azalea) frequent along the trail, Vaccinium stamineum (deerberry) and Viola
macloskeyi (smooth white violet). Ferns also were plentiful, species noted were Botrychium virginianum
(rattlesnake), Dryopteris marginalis (marginal shield), Osmunda cinnamomea (cinnamon), O. regalis (royal)
and Polypodium polypodioides (resurrection). After some time was spent keying the leaves of wild yam
(Dioscorea villosa), Pat Harris answered a “leaves only™ test of shadbush (dmelanchier arborea).

May 19, Riverlands Environmental Demonstration Area, St. Charles County--pleasant, 80°, sunny weather was
on hand, as 11 persons traveled the gated road on Ellis Island. Much Geranium carolinianum (Carolina
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Spring Botanizing - Carl Darige {Conf'd)

cranesbill) was observed, with tiny lavender flowers and spiked fruit from which the common name is derived.
Jeannie Moe successfully completed Father Sullivan’s test on Erysimum repandum (bushy wallflower). Some
other plants seen were Carex hyalinolepis (southern lake sedge), Oenothera laciniata (cut leaf evening
primrose, Arenaria serpyllifolia (thyme leaf sandwort), Amorpha fruticosa (false indigo), Amsonia illustris
(shining blue star), Buchloe dactyloides (buffalo grass), Calystegia sepium (hedge bindweed), Rumex crispus
(curly dock), Sicyos angulatus (bur cucumber), Triodanis perfoliata (perfoliate Venus’ looking glass) and
Valerianella radiata (corn salad). Also spotted were alfalfa butterflies (Colias eurytheme).

May 26, Creve Coeur Lake Park, St. Louis County--a large group of 19 descended on the Dripping Springs
Trail, while enduring a cool and cloudy 60s day. Two formerly Senecio species were found, now called
Packera, P. glabella (butterweed) and P. aurea (golden ragwort). Observed also were Amorpha fruticosa (false
indigo), Carduus nutans (musk thistle), Carex grayii (spaceship sedge), Cornus drummondii (rough leaf
dogwood), Erechtites hieracifolia (pilewort), Hydrophyllum appendiculatum (woollen breeches), Monarda
braduriana (beebalm), Penstemon digitalis (smooth beard tongue), Polygonatum biflorum (Solomon’s seal),
Potentilla simplex (common cinquefoil), Ranunculus sceleratus (cursed crowfoot), Rudbeckia laciniata
(goldenglow), Senchus asper (prickly sow thistle) and Urtica dioica (tall nettle).

Thanks to Jack Harris, Rex Hill and Jeannie Moe for adding info_rmation to this article.
August Bird Report - Jim Ziebol and Yvonne Homeyer

Introductibn: Compared with a fall migration 15 years or so ago, the 2005 fall migration
is an incredibly slow year for passerines, c , e :

Sightings: On 8/21, a first year Yellow-crowned Night Heron and 9 Common Moorhens
were seen at HL (JZ, YH, SM). During August in Forest Park, Clarence Zacher found
Green and Little Blue Herons, Great Egret, Kingfisher, and the occasional Black-crowned
Night Heron flyover. On 8/3, 6 Black-bellied Whistling Ducks were seen at the St, Louis
Zoo by Michael Macek, the bird curator, A large homogenous flock of several hundred
Mallards were seen around and on a blind at Dabbs Road on 8/25 (J Ch, Thursday
Group). Mike Thelen reported as many as 1000 Blue-winged Teal at Two River NWR
on 8/28. On 8/14, David Rogles observed Ruddy Turnstone and Wilson’s Phalarope in
Lincoln County. The Thursday Group found Semi-palmated Plover, Spotted Sandpiper,
and a Dowitcher with a very long bill at CC NWR on 8/18. Red-necked Phalarope, Stilt
Sandpipers, and Bairds were reported from Winfield Dam on 8/14 (SS). Charlene
Malone reported 30-40 Buff-breasted Sandpipers at Old Monroe Sod Farm near Winfield
Dam on 8/5. The Barkers refound the Buff-breasted on 8/6. During August, Frank
Holmes found shorebirds at a pool on'Chouteau Island, including 2 Buff-breasted. On
8/13 Upland Sandpiper, Buff-breasted, and American Golden Plover were seen at REDA
(MT). The Thursday Group found several Least Sandpipers and 7 Black Terns at REDA
on 8/20 (J Ch), Caspian Tern sightings included 1 at REDA on 8/18 (RAB), 2 at REDA
on 8/24, with a Common Tern (SM, JZ), and 1 at BCA on 8/28 (SM, JZ). On 8/4, 6
Forster’s Terns and 4 Common Moorhens were seen from the Causeway at HL (FH). On
8/18, at HL, 12-13 Common Moorhens were reported (JZ, JE). This number of Common
Moorhens is probably the largest single flock ever reported in our area.
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August Bird Report - Jim Zieho! and Yvonne Homeyer {Conf'd)

Two Ospreys were seen at REDA (RAB, DR) and one was present at BCA on
8/27 (Brian Hartwig). The Thursday Group visiting CC NWR on 8/11 found 6
Mississippi Kites and a Sedge Wren (J Ch). Two Mississippi Kites were found at LCCL
on 8/20 (J Moe, D Bz, T Be) and by the end of the month, they were being seen daily
soaring over West County. On 8/13, 3 Broad-winged Hawks, a Blue Grosbeak and a
Painted Bunting were seen at Katy Access (MT). An adult Red-shouldered Hawk was
videotaped at HL on 8/21 (YH, SM). The first migrants reported from TGP were
flycatchers, including an Acadian on 8/6, a Yellow-bellied on 8/14, and an Olive-sided on
8/16 (JZ). Another Olive-sided was found there on 8/30 (JU, m. ob.). Swallows were
down somewhat in numbers this fall, but on 8/17, Jackie Chain stated, “Hundreds of
swallows were frolicking in the spray of the waterworks at Old Monroe Sod Farm.”
Sedge Wrens were seen at CC NWR on 8/6 (J Ch) and at Two Rivers NWR on 8/7 )
Bz, YH). On 8/5, 2 Blue-gray Gnatcatchers were feeding in a mixed-species flock in F'P
(SM). Swainson’s Thrush are particularly scarce this fall but one was seen, with 2 Red-
eyed Vireos, in TGP on 8/31 (Jim Hickner). Two Bell’s Vireos and a Warbling Vireo
were still singing at BCA on 8/28 (SM). On 8/19, a Blue-winged Warbler and a Pewee
were found at the Bird Garden of TGP (JZ). Also on 8/19, Mick Richardson located a
Black-and-white Warbler there. Tom Bormann and David Rogles found a N. Parula, an _
E. Kingbird and a hummingbird at TGP on 8/13. The first Black-throated Green reported
at TGP was found by Gail Ahumada on 8/24. A Wilson’s Warbler was a good find at
Lafayette Park on 8/27 (SM). On 8/22, a male Canada Warbler, an Ovenbird, Yellow- . -
bellied Flycatcher and a Pewee were seen at the bubbler in TGP (JZ). Jean Cook
observed several Black-and-whites, a Black-throated Green and a Prothonotary Warbler
in TGP on 8/26. The Thursday Group went to TGP on 8/25 and found Blackburnian,
Black-and-white, a very early Yellow-rumped Warbler, and a Yellow-billed Cuckoo (J
Ch). Later that day, they found 2 Sedge Wrens near Stump Lake. August 30 was
possibly the best day of the month to be in TGP, with sightings of Black-and-white,
Golden-winged, Magnolia, Redstart, Ovenbird, Wilson’s, and Mourning Warbler (NB,
MR). A typical day at Two Rivers NWR on 8/28 included 1,000 Blue-winged Teal, 3
Shovelers, 40 Pelicans, 8 Little Blue Herons, 2 Black-crowned Night Herons, 12+ Sora, 2
Caspian Terns, 10 Black Terns, 5 Warbling Vireos, and 1 Philadelphia Vireo (MT),

Contributors: Gail Ahumada, Nick Barber, George & Terry Barker, Torrey Berger, Rose
Ann Bodman, Tom Bormann, Dennis Bozzay, Mike Brady, Jackie Chain, Jean Cook, Joe
Eades, Frank Holmes, Yvonne Homeyer, Jim & Charlene Malone, Sherry McCowan,
Mick Richardson, David Rogles, Scott Schuette, Mike Thelen, Josh Uffman, and Jim
Ziebol. An asterisk means “documented”. Please submit sightings by the last day of the
month to Jim Ziebol (314-781-7372) or Yvonne Homeyer (homeyer@earthlink.net).

Abbreviations: Busch Conserva{ion/Wildiife Area, BCA; Carlyle Lake, CL; Clarence
Cannon, CC; Forest Park, FP; Horseshoe Lake, HL; Little Creve Coeur Lake, LCCL,
Lost Valley Trail, LVT; Marais Temps Clair, MTC; Riverlands, REDA; Shaw Nature

Reserve, SNR; Tower Grove Park, TGP.
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NEED DIRECTIONS?

Busch Witdlife Area
*Take 46 west foward St. Charles Co., feft-on 94,
right on B, follow signs.
*HamptonLake—usual meeling spol-is the first
beyond headquarters.
Castlewoad State Park
*Take Manchester wast, south (left) on New
Ballwin Rd.; east {{eft)-on Kiefer Greek Rd,,
follow signs.
-Glarence Cannon NWR
*Annda, Mo., in Pike Co.
*From 1-270, take }-70 west to MO-79, then go
north 35 miles to Annada, Mo.
*Just pass-the ity limit sign, there will be the
sign for the refuge. Turn right and follow the
-road all the way fo the refuge parking iof, the
usual meeting spot.
Des Pergs Park
*on Ballas Road, one black north of Manchester
Rd.inDes Peres
*Turn right (east) at the Des Peres Park sign-
park in the first lot on the right.
Eden Seminary WGNSS Banquet

“Intersection of Lockwood and Bompari in Webster - -

Groves
“From 40
*east to Hanley Road
"*south.on Hanley, becomes Laclede Sta. Rd.
*right on Big bend
*right on E. Lockwood
*ieft on Bompart; enter from Bompart
From |-44
*east on 44
*Exit 220, Eim Ave,
*ieft on 8. EIm
*right on Big Bend
*left on Bompart, enter from Bompaart -
Forest Park, Kennedy Forest
*Highway 40 to Hampton north, foflow signs to
St. Louis Zoo's Living World. Kennedy Forest
is about 1/4 mi. west
Horshoe Lake State Park
*Take |-55/70 east to Hwy. 111 exit.
*Turn left onto Hwy. 111 and foflow road to the
entrance to the park on the left.
*Meet at the first parking lot to the right, just
past the entrance.

A
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Riverlands Environmental Bem. Area.

*From 1-270 innorth St Lﬂws{:ounty take Hwy.
367 north to Alton.

*Turn tight into Riverlands at al the Fisca Servica
station, just before the approach to the Clark
Bridge-over the -Mississippi River.

*Teal Pond is first right. ‘

Shaw Nature Reserve {Arboretum)

*Take 1-44 west to Gray Summit (100) exit, left
over highway, right into-service road and
immediately left into Arbaretum.

*Meet-at Brushy Creek trall head:
Tower Grove Park

*Take 1-44 to Kingshighway south, east (laft)

on Magnolia, 1st right into park.
Wildwood Trail, Al Foster Trail
*I-44 west to north 109
*right on Old State Road
*quick right on Washington Ave., becomes Grand
*parking lot onieft
fram Manchaster Rd.

*take Old State Road south

*left on Washington at tntersectlon With 109

ADMINISTRATIVE

Current WGNSS Board Members

President and Conservation Chair.
Yvonne Homeyer
1508 Oriole Lane
St. Louis, MO 63144
{314) 963-7750
homeyer@earthiink.net

1st Vice President
Dr, David Merdelson
7906 Kingsbury Blvd.
St [ouis, MO 83106
(314) 721-7116
docmendy@earthiink net
2nd Vice President
Margy Terpstra
1508 Greening Lane
Kirkwood; MQ 63122
(314) 966-4582
ladybirdterp@shcglobal.net

{Contd, next page)
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Current WGNSS. Board Members (Cont'dP

Secretary
Mike Olson
Missouri Botanical Garden
4344 Shaw Ave,
St. Louis, MO 63110
{314) 577-9400
Michael.olson@mobot.org
Treasurer
Randy Korotey
800 Oakbrook Lane
St. Louis, MO 63132
(314) 993-0055
rikorote@artscl.wustl.edu

Membershin. Chairman
Dr. Doniald Jiidy
10162 Tanbridge Rd.
St, Lobis, MO 63128
(314) 849-2020

~ Drs@ADL.com

Editor
Jim Adams
35 Tulip Drive
Webster Groves, MO 63119
(314) 961-2494
dadamsb5084@charter.net

Environmental Education Chair
Mike Flieg
6803 Nashville
St. Louis, MO 63129
(314) 645-3356
gmflieg@AOL.com

Oftnithology Co-Chair.

David Becher
12829 Mariners Pt. Ct.
St. Louis, MO 63141
(314) 576-1146
Botany Co-Chair. .
- George Yatskievych
11949 Claychester Dr.
St. Louis, MO 63131
{314) 909-9540 (work phone)
george.yatskievych@mobot.org
Botany Co-Chair,
Jeannie Moe
2419 Mayer Dr,
St. Charles, MO 63301-1379
(636} 946-9802
Iromoe@swbell.net
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Entomology Chair
“Rich Thora
St Louis,. MO 63122.5424
320 Frieda Lane
St Louis; MO 83122-5424
{314) OB5-5744
fichard.s.thoma@monsanto.com
Member-at-targe
Ann Earley
1425 Bobolink P4
St Louis MO 63144-1128
2eet230prodigy. net
Member-at-Large ‘
Dr. Kimbérlié MeGié
4344 Shaw Ave,
‘Missoliri Boténioal Garden
(314) 577-9497
Kirberie. mesias@mobot. org
Member-at-Large
‘Anine McCormack
587 Andrews
St. Louis, MO 63122-5722
(314) 966-8091
amccormacki@stjosephacad.org

_Supporting Staff: _ '

Marjorie Richardson - Newsletter Distribution;

Randy Korotav - Webmaster

Barbara Perry Lawton - Brochure Coordinator/
Editor

Jim Adams - Historian

Jim Ziebol - Bird Report Compiler

Jim Ziebol - Busch WA Breeding Bird Survey
Coordinator

Jack Harris - Botany Walk Coordinator

*Replacing Cad Darigo, who has. hmmedumng

g i

hoEe FEpos SiRtS 1991, THSAKS 673460

- exceedingly well.done, Garll

Call tha Nature Ling!

(Gall {314).935-8432 for a summary of the latest.
Yipd siahtings iy he S, Lotls Ares and. dates 264
t:mes af bird and hotany walks, there are

pocasional schedule chiahnges. Please report
any unusual.birds to. Sherry. McCowan. (314)
£64-2381 and itek 13" oF Walt for e Jromat.
You can iso leavfe a message at-the.end of

Page 19




Nature Notes Deadline and Mailings

We meet at the Oak Bend Library, 842 S. Holmes,
Kirkwood, 10 AM-1 PM, to prepare N.N. mailings.
We could use your helpt ‘We could use your

help. Call Margie Richardson, (314) 965-8974.

NN Deadiine Mailing Party
Fri. 9/9 ' Mon. 9/19

Fri. 10/7 Mon. 10/17
Fri. 11/11 Mon. 11721
Fri. 12/9 Mon. 12119 -
Next Board Mesting

Wednesday.. Qctober 5. 2005, in. the. 15th floor.
1034 St Brentwood, Bivd.. 7 PM. Tha Board
ENCOURAGES attendance by WCENEE members!
Come see your Board in.action!

Important Message from the Treasurer

Please look at the upper right corner of your
addrezs label, I savs "ayp: 31-08-2005" we.
think you haven't pald your dues this year. That
means you willnot receive apy more issues of
Nature Notes after this one because we'll remave
your name from the mailing list. 1 vou beligve that
you did pay your dues this summer, please
e-mail me at sikorote@wustiedy or calime at
{314) 993-0055. 1 your Isbel reads: "exp.
31-08-2006", yoy're OK for another vear, it
reads: “exp. 31-08-2007", you probably paid
‘fwice and you're really OK. if it reads: "exp.
31-12-2089", you are a life member and we hope
vout llive that long. For the few of vou who
Joined in the middie of the year, the label may
ingdicate that your membership expires at the

end of some morith cther than August {U8). We
recominend that we send your renewal {$20)
soon anyway so you don't forget. Send duesto ~
Randy Korotev, B0 Oakbrook Lane, St Lous,
MO, 63132-4807.

PUBLICATION POLICY

NoticesiProposed Arficles/Letters fo be Editor
must be signed to be considered. They will be

Page 20

considered for publication:based-on-avaiiahilify of

space and content, Some editing may be done,
Communication from non-member individuals or
organizations must include the name and title(jf

-any)ofthe sender:along-with-a.mailing.address-

and telephone number. Send communications to
the Editor, 35 Tulip Drive, Webster Groves, MO
£3119. Tel. (314) 961-2494; E-Mall dadams5084

COPYRIGHT STATEMENT

All articles in Nature Notes are printed with the
suthor's permission. - Persons-or organizations -
wishing to reprint articles should obtain the
authar’s permission and cife Nafure Nafes,
pubiished by the Webster Groves Nature Study
Sociey, as the source. Contfact the Editor.

SOCIETY OBJECTIVES

The objectives of the Society are: To stimulate
interest in nature study on the part of adufts and
children; to cooperate with other organizations in
nature study; to encourage amateur research in
the natural sciences; to promote conservation of

. wildlife and-natural-beauty. ‘Open toall w:th an

interest i nature.

Nmam;iyaﬁd Old People

{This article, included so.} wan’thaveablams
page 21, has been reprinted from the Feb. 1942
issue of Naluraﬂotes The author was Hailie
Stones. Her thoughts are sfill fimely. - E4.)

Should old people sit and fold théirhands because
they can not {ake part in all the activities of youth?
Certainly not--often they have more time 1o observe
the wonders of nature than fhe busy youth with so
many activities. Also, along tife of experiences
and observations may be a great help in solvmg
present problems.

For one who must stay in the house there are
many books and magazines in which are sci-
entific descriiptions of beautiful nature, not onty
here but in other places both on land and in the
water, Exceptin cold weather, we need but leave
the door open a littte while in the evening after
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Nature Stidy and Old People, Cont'd

dark and we will have all the adult entomplogical
specimens we canuse. Moths, besties, bugs;
and no end of interasting things.. Leave flour, corm,,
‘meal cereal spices of many other things ex-
posed fo-the.alr.and there are larvae galore. And .
there iz mueh to-be leamed by looking from the
the window. If.ong is able 10.go-out inte the-yard
ﬂweisngﬁndﬂfﬁmgsmshﬂvm&ew With-
in.a radlus of 100 feet from.my door | have seen
13 species of rees, 10 species of shrubs, 7
species of vines, and more than.70 species of

Ona should not- merely-sea aflower, pame it and-
.pass on, a8 some hikers do. We donot raslly
kaamihagiantunm wa have laarned the shape
size, cofer; composition, and bea beoply of the plat
asawheie and algo of each:part of the flower, -
feaf stem and oot ?besem;astasmhteber
leamedahautmesoﬂ, the stars, the insects, and-
the birds. One can never leam everything about
-all the-objecis that an old. person; or an-ipvalid,.
can find. ‘Whatf some of v, having mere fime
for evaluating nature, do not accept the. thaorg
of svolutin? We may agres on many ofher s,
In.the good.old.U.S.A- we do not have fo. pretend -
to think as ofhers do. :

"The cat sat on the mat’ is not the beginning
of astory. "The calsat on the dog's mat e,
John Le Came

The greatest thing in style is fo have command of
metaphof.

Aristotle

heard.
4 WANdaitar Thnrmm Aunw

M4 RSl T4 ARre g S AL

War talic by men-who have beep in.a.war s

alwave interesling, whereas moontalic by apoet

who has not been in-the moon is likely fo ba dull;
Mark Twnin
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Address service requested-

WEBSTER GROVES NATURE STUDY SOCIETY
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Renew Your Membership today
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Address
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Call the Nature Line at 314-935-8432 for meetings and bird sightings
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