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Johtin’ Joe Breaks Record!

Connie Alwood
Except for Joe'Dimaggio hitting in fifty-six
consecutive games, all records are made
to be broken. Although you can take
birding records back several decades, let’s
just go back to the 1970’s when Phoebe
Snetsinger set the record for seeing the
most birds—274—in a given year in the
St. Louis area—defined as a fifty mile ra-
dius from the city limits of the city of St.
Louis. In 1984 Ron Goetz beat Phoebe by
two birds, and in 1996, Jack Van
Benthuysen set the seemmg’;{gnpossxble
to beat record of 290 birds
three birders, Joe Eades, Josh Uffman, and
Jim Malone, all surpassed 300 birds for the
area! Here’s how it happened.
Despite the fact that all three men hold
fullhme]obs, they have been persistent,
often pushing each othertofindeven
more species. 'ﬂ; lored new places
to blrd--St. Genevxeve, which is in the
area, but not on anyone’s radar until Joe
Eades found the first reliable Black
Vultures for the area there. Fieldsin
Lincoln County that no one had ever vis-
ited became ar haunts, which ex-

plains how Josh Uffman came across what
was a record number of American Pipits
(over 300). Or they birded while the rest
of us took family vacations. On July Sth,

carefully studying d ckcnasmall S

umdﬂatm Elils Ba

o5 ‘Wmmﬁ : -

February 200S Vol. 77, No. 2
Pioneer Forest on Feb. 11

David Mendelson
Come and hear about Pioneer Forest and
the Leo A. Drey Foundation at our Feb-
ruary 11 meeting with St. Louis Audubon.
Themeetmgwﬂlbeheld at 7:30 PM at the
Creve Coeur Community Center.

Iffrig, forest manager, will tell us
about the sustainable harvest methods of
Pioneer Forest. He will discuss “single-
tree harvesting,” developed in Western
Europe in the 1700s. He describes the
methods used, various research tech-
niques, and the results obtained. Of par-
ticular interest to our group is the
biological effect of the process.

Greg founded the national quarterly,
Natural Areas Journal in 1981, serving as its
editor for nearly 10 years. In 1992, Greg
began work with Pioneer Forest where

‘ hesuperv:s&eﬂxeconservahmrecnea—

tion, and outside research activities on the
forest.

Over the years, Greg has been in-
volved with and contributed to the work
of a number of conservation organiza-
tions, including Missouri Parks Associa-
tion, The Nature Conservancy, Missouri
Wilderness Coalition, and the Slerra Club.
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Ploneer Forest 2/11 at (CC

Continued from p. 1
The Creve Coeur Community Center is lo-
cated at 300 N. New Ballas, in the former We-
ber School, one mile south of Olive St. Rd. and
1 mile north of Ladue Rd. The Community
Center is in the basement. In case of inclement
weather, call the Community Center, 569-8999,

to see if the meeting will be held.

Your Opinions Matter...
Margy Terpstra

And, we'd like to know what they are! Coming
to your mailbox in February, included with the
new di of members, will be a member-
ship survey. WGNSS is a large group of multi-
;alelnted people vlzviﬂ'x a variety of interests, and
or long-range planning purposes the Board of
Directors needs your input. Please take time to
:;Il usw!h;tmattersmosttoyou about

GNSS! Your prompt response is hi val-
ued and appreciabed?’lhank you! ghly
Margy Terpstra, Mike Thelen and David Men-

= delson— the Membership Subcommiittee. éﬂ

% for “04-"05 Meetings

There is no general meetin In January.
Inclement weather? For bo%ard meegx?gs on
first Wed. at University Club Tower, call
Yvonne Homeyer, 963-7750,
February 11, Fri., joint meetin ith St. L.
Audubon at C}reve Coeur ot L,
N. New B‘alla§, Greg Iffrig of Pioneer For-
est. In case of inclement weather, call 569-
Most of these are 1* Thursday' :
March 3 John Karel at St . . Li
risdly a Co. Library HQ
April 7 Dennis Bozza , “Birds of Ecuador,”
MaL. Co. Library HQ 7:00 PM oSt
y 10, Tues., Spring Banquet at Eden Serni-
nary with MDC photographer Jim Rathert
Sept. 1, Oct. 6, & Nov. 3, 2005 418

Germany, Switzer]

Ernestine Thro Magner
1914-2004 i Adar

Ernestine died at her home in Webster Grove~
on December 14, 2004, from the effects of a
stroke suffered while vacationing in Colorade
Ernestine, a former President of WGNSS (1952
1951), was the wife of (John) Marshall Magner
Marshall was also a former President of
WGNSS (1947-1949). Ernestine and Marshall
met on an early WGNSS field trip and were
married on February 3, 1946. The Magners
raised five boys in a house in Webster Groves -
just a few blocks from the house where Mar-
shall grew up. The youngest boys were killed
in an airplane crash many years ago. The thre..
surviving sons live in Bellevi e, I1l., Columbia,
Mo, and the St. Louis area.

Ernestine Thro was born in Seattle, Wash,,
on June 6, 1914, and raised in St. Charles, Mo.
She graduated from Lindenwood College in
1936 and attended gradate school at Cornell ;
University. After marriage to Marshall, she
was principally a homemaker, devoted to the |
raising of her sons. But this didn’t keepher
home full time. She was active in many clubs
ar}d organization, and traveled extensively
with her entomologist husband and adventur--
ous family. In addition to serving as president.
of WGNSS, she was the editor of Nafure Notes,.

rks, as well as many state
parks and recreation areas, Her forei)g,n travels
included several Central Ameri ies




float trips in dories or canoes on the Meramec,
Current, Eleven Point, Buffalo, Colorado (288
miles), Salmon, snake, Chilco, Chicotan, Fraser,
Copier, Tokositna, and several Illinois Rivers.

She will be remembered for her great spirit,
generous heart, love of nature, humility pa-
tience, and sense of wonder towards the earth
and all that is a part of it. She had a brilliant
mind, a quiet strength, and a courageous and
cheerful spirit. Ernestine thought the best of
every person she met and used her busy hand
to bless others. Many throughout the world
will miss her.

A memorial service was held on Saturday,
January 8, at the First congregational Churc[‘:
in Webster Groves. A fund has been estab-
lished in her honor. If you would like to con-
tribute to the WGNSS memorial fund, mail
your contribution to treasurer Randy Korotev,

800 Oakbrook Ln., St. Louis MO 63132.

Historian’s Corner
Jim Adams

Here's a third article about Christmas bird
counts. The article originally appeared in Na-
ture Notes in October 1974.

James F. Comfort
A cursory review of the 1973-1974 Christmas
census as published in the April issue of Ameri-
can Birds tinds that members who have de-
parted from the local scene are still active
participants in this annual undertaking.
Stuart and Mae O'Byrne were compilers of

the count in Silver City New Mexico. Among
the birds listed were Bushtits, Prairie Falcons,
Scaled Quail, and Mexican Jays, to mention a
few that bring a pang of envy to a Midwest-
erner.
.. Jeanne Degler and Sandra Dexter braved
tne Alaska weather at Anchorage. Actually, the
““mperature was not all that severe—I15 to 20°.
Ihere, 18 observers found 34 species including
319 Redpolls, 9 American Dj; and 6 Wil-
-+~ Ptarmigan. Margaret Heller, a WGNSS
——uver but an Alaskan for over 30 years, was

One of the more highly organized

fray were Jerry and Nancy Strickling. They
found many goodies such as Olivaceous (now
Neotropic) Cormorants, 106 Roseate Spoon-
bills, Mottled Ducks, Pomarine Jaegers, Spra-
gue’s Pipits, Seaside Sparrows, and on and on.

If you really wanted to go exotic, you
should have accompanied Kay and Ernie Mul-
ler. They were a part of the Gomez Farias
group in Tamaulipas, Mexico. Bat Falcons,
Chachalacas, Singing Quail, macaws, parrots
Potoos, exotic hummingbirds made this a trip
we must join one of these years.

Not to be outdone, George and Mildred
Blaha were in a group at Brevard, North Caro-
lina. They probably felt at home since, with the
exception of Evening Grosbeak, all other birds

found were those familiar to our area.
Record Year

ing a time clock.
pun'lc‘l?;gare other reasons the record was
broken. It was an amazing year, not only for
the number of vagrants, but also for the num-
ber of expected, but not always seen birds. In
2003 there were a couple of unexpected birds
to the St. Louis Area—Roseate Spoonbill and
Sa SlPhoebe.'HxisyeartheSay’SPhoebe, "
which surprisingly returned in February to the
same spot where it had been found on Hal-
loween, 2003, isn’t even in the top five birds for
the St. Louis area. Depending on your personal
preference, the top spot has been usurped by
Ancient Murrelet, Black Skimmer, Inca Dove,
Lark Bunting, Barn Owl or Common Redpoll.
Besides these rarities, practically all other rare,
but expected, birds were seen. ‘

Aside from the rare visitors, the regular
bird population has changed. In Ron Goetz’s
time, there were no Painted Buntings, Furasian
Collared Doves, Great-tailed Grackles, or Black
Vultures to be seen in the St. Louis Area. And
back then, Spotted Towhee and Eastern Tow-
hee were lum:

Perhaps an even more important factor in
our higher bird counts each year is how the
birding sites have improved. In the 1980’s,
Carlyle Lake was just open and not regularly
visited. Just this year Carlyle produced Black-
legged Kittiwake, Parasitic and Long-tailed

Continued from p. 1



we can usually d d on Carlyle for Sa-

ine’s Gull and Black-mted Warbler. It is
also the only reliable place to see Long-eared
and Saw-whet Owls. Riverlands Demonstra-
tion Area opened in 1990. It has a two-mile
road running along‘Eﬂis Bay, giving birders a
viewing access to the Mississippi River. Shore-
birds in spring and fall (depending on available
mudflats) and waterfowl in winter are easily
seen here. Across the road are Heron Pond
and extensive grasslands. Lincoln Shields, just
west of the Clark Bridge, also offers good
shorebirding habitat and waterfowl viewing.
Just this year the Ted and Pat Jones Confluence
State Park opened near REDA, providing bird-
ers with more access to the rivers. A Snow
Bunting was found on the road to the new
park in November. Tower Grove Park was not
a hot birding spot in the early 1980’s, but in
1989 John Carroll, the Director of Tower Grove
Park, asked the Webster Groves N ature Study
Society for help to establish the Bob and Mar-
tha Gaddy Bird Garden in the northwest cor-
ner of the park. Today there is a bubbler in
memory of Kyrle Boldt that has attracted war-
blers for easy viewing. Birders have enjoyed
this investment greatly. To date 210 species
have been seen in this migrant trap.

Birders are better educated and uipped

today. Many experienced birders inegle area
have taken Bill Rowe’s Birdin, classes at the

{I::e videos, tapes and CD'’s. In his da; Ron
Goetz often had to write professors ofyoﬁ;i-
thology for detailed identification questions.
“Today, Sibley and other guides have all these

log at Lincoln Shields at REDA. Thirty minute
later, several of us were viewing this bird as"
skimmed the waters. The Hotline, as it is calle
also led many birders to the Lark Bunting at
Weldon Springs. The Hotline, run by Terry
Barker and Martha Gaddy, has been in place
for many years but has become three or four
times as effective because of cell phones. With:
out the cell phone, we would not have seen -
Black Skimmer or the Lark Bunting, for neith
stayed long. Then there’s the Internet.
Charlene Malone posts not only her own
sightings (almost daily) but also the sightings
of those who are not connected to the net. A
helpful as the Internet already is, its usefulne -
is still being improved on. Two years agoa
host of birders were viewing a pair of Whim-.
brels at REDA. One birder pulled out a gizmo
from his hip pocket, typed in a few words, an
within seconds all MOBIRDERS got the mes-
sage. ‘
Better birding sites, better educated birde
better equipment, and better communications:
all contributed to gletting Joe, Josh and Jim 300
plus birds, but in the end, it was the determina-
tion of these three birders to set the bar a little:
higher. I am sure Joe Eades’ new record of 30
birds seen in 2004 will eventually be bro-

ken—maybe by Josh or Jim. X4

each of the four seasons. They cost $0.50 eadl
and two of the lists weigh an ounce, so if you .
want to obtain some by mail, send $1.37 for




Year Totals
Anne McCormack

Lots of birders like to keep a list of birds seen
in a year. Here are the totals sent to Nature
Notes. If I neglected you or you forgot to send
it, I will re-publish your total and/ or com-
ments in our next issue.

Joe Eads...uueeeeeeeeeeeneneeenannnn 303
Josh Uffman ..........aueeeueenn.nn. 301
Jim Malone .....ueeaueeeennn..... 300
Charlene Malone................. 297
Connie Alwood.................... 292
Jackie Chain.......ccceveeeeeeeeennn. 270
Pat Lueders........................... 269
Rose Ann Bodman.............. 264
Dick Coles....ueeeeeereceneaeeennenns 243
John Solodar......................... 234
Jim Hickner .........ueeuuueeeen. 227
Paul Bauer..............uueuueenne.... 221
Comments from Area Birders ‘04

Connie Alwood:

My birds of the year: 1 Ancient Murrelet, 2
Black Skimmer, 3 Inca Dove, 4 Common Red-
poll, 5 Lark Bunting. Say’s Phoebe would also
be up there, but after six visits and over forty
hours of standing on the saddleback dam, I
never did see-that #*&#*bird!

Rose Anne Bodman:

Black Vulture, Black Skimmer, Inca Dove and
that beautiful Painted Bunting!

Jackie Chain: |
My bird of the year was the Black Skimmer at
Lincoln Shields. I didn’t see the Murrelet and
the Inca Dove was so long ago I had

about it. Might be a good idea to take a peak in

that area again this month. Happy New Year

andGoodBirding!
Joe Eads: el
Ilisted 303 species of birds within the 50 mile
circle in 2004. I wonder how this year stacks up
against other’s in terms of total birdsreported
by all observers? It certainly was a great year.
gfgtotalforthestateofhﬁssmxﬁmeas

Bdi'tor: )
Good question. Charlene Malone is preparing
2 St. Louis area 2004 list for all observers.

ene’s artide will appear in the next Nature

Vecember Bird Report

Jim Ziebol & Yvonne Homeyer
BCA = Busch Wildlife Area
CL = Carlyle Lake
CSP = Castlewood State Park
CC= Clarence Cannon National Wildlife Ref, Annada
FP = Forest Park
HL = Horseshoe Lake
LCCL= Little Creve Coeur Lake
LVT = Lost Valley Trail
MTC = Marais Temps Clair
REDA = Riveriands Environmental Demonstration Area
SNR = Shaw Nature Reserve (Arboretum)
TGP = Tower Grove Park
Introduction: Late report: Connie Alwood and

Tom Bormann found a Goshawk at REDA on

- 10/14. December’s extreme weather and tem-

perature variations uced some very inter-
esting birds throughout the month, and some
high totals on Christmas Counts.

Sightings: A Pacific Loon wasseenon
12/18 at CL (JU, J&CM). On 12/11, Dan Kasse-
baum found 2 Red-throated Loons at CL. A
Tundra Swan seen at REDA on 12/2 by the
Barkers was the only one reported. On 12/4,
46 Trumpeter Swans were observed at Heron
Pond, REDA (YH, JZ). Four ies of shore-
birds were at Winfield Lock & Dam
on 12/18: Spotted, 21 Least Sandpipers, Snipe
and Killdeer (SS). Sherry McCowan located a
Cackling Canada Goose in FP on 12/17. On
12/30, an Am. Black Duck and 2 Long-tailed
Ducks were found at REDA (JU). Fifteen Buf-
fleheads and 42 Hooded ansers were still
present at REDA on 12/4 (YH, JZ). A California
Gull was first at REDA on 12/2 (CM)
and was refound on 12/18 (DR). A Glaucous
Gull was seen at REDA on 12/17 (FH). On
12/31, a first-winter Lesser Black-backed Gull
was found at REDA (JU). By 12/28, HL. had)”
frozen over and on 12/29, an adult Lesser
Black-backed, a first-winter Iceland, and a first-
winter Thayer’s Gull were seen there (FH, JZ).

Dennis Bozzay observed 2 adult Bald Eagles
soaring over Big Bend and Marshall Roads on
12/30. Goshawk sightings incdluded an imma-
ture seen at St. Alban’s on 12/10 (Don Hays),
one at MTC on 12/11 (RK, BR), and an imma-
ture at LCCL on 12/27 (YH, JZ).On 12/4, a
Merlin was reported at Katy Access (CA, TB).
Also on 12/4, a Short-eared Owl was observed
at CC (DR). In early December, a Snowy Owl
was being seen and p} raphed by the staff

- at CC; it was last seen on 12/15. By 12/26, Dan

A



Kassebaum had located 6 Northern Saw-whet
Owls at CL and a Barn Owl near the town of
Carlyle. Mike Brady also found a Barn Owl on

ivate ympeﬂy near the St. Louis
gnctmty Franklin County line. The pine trees
at Lake 6, BCA, were a reliable place to find
Red-breasted Nuthatches and Joe Eades re-
ported 10 on 12/4. A Winter Wren was a nice
surprise at Dresser Island on 12/4 (YH, JZ).
Mike Brady located a Marsh Wren on 12/26 at
LCCL. A pair of Ruby-crowned Kinglets was
seen along Layton Road/HL on 12/30 (JZ,
YH). The Saturday Group had a very good day
on 12/11, with a sighting of 2 Harris’s Sparrow
at Blue Grosbeak Trail and 30-40 Red Crossbills
at Fallen Oak Trail /BCA (DB). Two Harris’
Sparrows were found at LCCL on 12/26 (MB)
and a resplendent winter adult was seen there
on 12/27 (YH). On 12/15, a well-marked fe-
male Oregon Junco was observed in a mixed-
species flock at TGP; the flock included 90
House Finch and 40 Red-winged Blackbirds
(JZ). One of the best birds of the month was a
female Lark Bunting found by Bill Rowe at the
Blue Grosbeak Trail on 12/4 {m. ob.). A small
flock of Rusty Blackbirds was seen near Orton
Road on 12/4 (JZ, YH). On 12/4 at BCA, Red
Crossbills were first heard (JU, CM) and then
later that day were seen by Pat Lueders. Two
other Red Crossbills were found at Champ
Park on 12/19 (TP).

House Finch, both Nuthatches, and an unusu:
ickadee at her feeder. Anoﬂ'ler'Sapsuckuesru !
was seen in Marjorie Richardson’s yard on
12/18. Anne McCormack noted that after the
water tower next to her home was wer-
washed; the 2 Great Horned Owls
sided in the pine trees disa
a Barred Owl appeared in er yard, the first in
20 years. SglealsosaWZPineSisldnsACaro-
lina Wren is always a good yard bird, and
Clarence Zacher saw one on 12/9. Randy
Korotev . a Red-breasted Nuthatch
coming to his feeder throughout the month.

Christmas Count Highlights:

1) Pere Marquette, 12/18: 19 species of water-
fowl, Cackling Canada Goose, Winter Wren,
and Ruby-crowned Kinglet.

2) Collinsville Circle, 12/29: 87 species (a re-
cord) and 92 species for the week. Highlights
included an adult Lesser Black-backed Gull,
first-winter Thayer’s Gull, first-winter Iceland -
Gull, 3 Rough-legged Hawks, Loggerhead
Shrike, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Savannah Sg.
row, and Trumpeter Swans. :

3) Clarence Cannon, 12/30/04, hundreds of
Brewer’s Blackbirds, Short-eared Owl, 1 Win
Wren, 5 American Pipits

3) Orchard Farm, 1/1: 100+ Great-tailed ,
Grackles, Rusty Blackbirds, Cackling Canada
Goose, 21 Collared Doves, Snipe, Goshawk,
Spotted Towhee, Purple Finch, Savannah Spe.-
row. 4 ‘
4) Busch, Jan. 2: 6 Barred Owls, Golden-
crowned Kinglet, Purple Finch, E. Towhee, 2
Hermit Thrush, Brown Thrasher, Western
Meadowlark.

Contributors: Connie Alwood, George &
Terry Barker, David Becher, Tom Bormann,
Dennis Bozzay, Mike Brady, Jackie Chain, Je
Cook, Jack Harris, Frank Holmes, Yvonne
Homeyer, Dan Kassebaum, Randy Korotev,
Jim & Charlene Malone, Anne McCormack,
Sherry McCowan, Tom Parmeter, Margie
Richardson, Dave Rogles, Bill Rowe, Scott -
Schuette, Margy Terpstra, Mike Thelen, Josh
Utfman, Jim Ziebol. An asterisk means “docu-
mented.” Please submit sightings by the last
day of the month to Jim Ziebol (314-781-7372
or Yvonne Homeyer. ;

>

Call the Nature Linet
Call 314-935-8432 for a summary of the latest
bird sightings in the St. Louis area and dates
times of WGNSS events. Please report any un
usual birds to Sherry McCowan, 314-664-2381
and press “3” or wait for the ~
also leave a messa. e at the end of the Nature
Line recording. éi ‘




Fall Botanizing
Carl Darigo

Botany Group Thursday outings continued
throughout the fall season, with following at-
tending one or more times, Father James Sulli-
van, Dave Alspaugh, Kyle Baughmann, Donna
Berry, David Bruns, Nancy & Wayne Clark,
Jeanne Clauson, Carl Darigo, Bill Davit, Pat &
Jack Harris, Rex Hill, Nels Holmberg & grand-

son David Jespersen, Joan Hummel, Charlene

& Jim Jackson, Del Johnson, Sue King, Bob
Kirschenmann, Gladys & Ed Kullman, Louise
Langbein, Jeannie & Jim Moe, Tom O’Gorman,
John Oliver, Ann Orth, Nathan Pate, Linda
Rezny, Marge & Jim Ruschill, Dave Schilling, Al
Seppi, Karen & Marvin Staloch, Kathy Thiele
and Dave Weber.
September 2, Young Conservation Area,

Jefferson County—a large group of 17 came
out on a pleasant 80° day to walk along the
Taconic Trail and LaBarque Creek corridor.
The most striking find was the deep blue flow-
ers of Lobelia siphilitica (blue Iobe]eig). Among
other interesting plants seen were Gaura parvi-
flora (velvety gaura), G. longiflora (large flower
gaura), Lycopus virginicus (bugle weed), Helian-
thus hirsutus (bristly sunflower), H. mollis (ashy
sunflower), Lespedeza bicolor (bicolor
lespedeza), Gnaphalium obtusifolium (sweet ev-
erlasting), Pyrr carolinianus (false dan-
delion), Salvia azurea (blue sage), Asclepias
incarnata (swamp milkweed), Bidens bipinnata
(Spanish needles), Mimulus alatus (sharpwing
m flower) and Tradescantia ohiensis
{im spidgwort). Pat Harris sl;pv.ved l}gw

recognize the Pyrrhopappus carolinianus 1
the prominent tooth at the apex of each of the
longer involucral bracts. Near a pond were
seen both common cattail species, Typha angus-
tifolia (narrow leaf cattail), whose flowering
Spike has a one inch space between the male
and female parts, and T. latifolia (common cat-
tail), having no space between the flower parts.
A northern water snake éle sipedon) was
“=strved swimming in the creek.
- ber 9, Onondaga Cave State Park,
~ra daCmnty———anoiher pleasant, g?" isiate"
- —-ner day was on hand, as a group of
-=vzrsed the Blue Heron Trail and lower park

weed). Among other plants seen were Bidens
tripartita (swamp beggar ticks), Verbesina vir-
ginica (white crownbeard), Cirsium altissimum
(tall thistle), Lespedeza violacea (prairie bush clo-
ver), Hypericum sphaerocarpum (round fruited
St. John's wort), Aster drummondii (Drummond
aster) with white instead of the normally blue
flowers, Solidago drummondii (Drummond’s
oldenrod), both red and blue cardinal flowers
Lobelia cardinalis, L. siphilitica), Rudbeckia lac-
iniata (goldenglow) and fruits of cupseed (Caly-
cocarpum lyonii). Nathan Pate successfully
answered a test on leaves of Passiflora lutea
(yellow passion flower). Near Onondaga
Spring, Jeanne Clauson saw Ricciocarpos natans
(mudflat liverwort) and Nels Holmberg spot-
ted Frullania riparia (wide leaf frullania liver-
wort); the former is a thalloid form and the
latter leafy. Nels later found Wolffia brasiliensis
(nippled water meal) in the lower lake. Nels’ 3-

year old grandson, David Jespersen, ended the
day dining on his favorite snack, Desmodium sp.
seeds.

September 16, Marais Temps Clair Conser-
vation Area, St. Charles County—14 persons,
including new members Linda Rezny and
Karen & Marvin Staloch, assembled on another
nice 80° day, to walk several levee trails. The

p had been asked not to disturb any dove
@xtat, but not a bird was to be seen. Yellow
flowers dominated the landscape, mainly Heli-
anthus tuberosusﬂl(]emsalem artichoke) and
Bidens species, the primary one being B. aristosa
(tickseed sunflower); a huge tree—hkg H.an-
nuus (common sunflower) fv;a;;lso spotted.
Among Polygonum species were P. am-
ph:b?;l‘r;z»(water smartweed), P. hydropiperoides
(wild water pepper), P. lapathifoltum (pale ,
smartweed), P. scandens (false buckwheat) and
P. arenastrum (sidewalk knotweed); the latter is
a hardy, prostrate plant with tiny flowers,
which grows in disturbed habitat, in this case
abundant along the gravel levee roadbed sur-
face. Among significant plants were Ipo-
moea lacunosa (small white morning glory), L.
hederacea (blue morning glory), Croton glandu-
losus (sand croton), Cardi m halicacabum
(balloon vine), Aster laevis (smmooth aster), Bol-
tonia asteroides (false aster), Dalea leporina (fox-
tail dalea), Verbena hastata (blue vervain), Jva
orange fruits of Celas-
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Sullivan found Buchloe dactyloides (buffalo
grass) and Jack Harris came up with two more
grasses, Panicum philadelphicum (Philadelphia
witchgrass) and Leptochloa panicoides (Amazon
sprangletop). Jeannie Moe pointed out numer-
ous sleepy orange butterflies (Abaeis nicippe).
September 23, Rock Hollow Park, St. Louis
County—continuing pleasant 80° weather
greeted a group of 17, including new member -
Joan Hummel, who assembled to add fall spe-
cies to the on-going plant list project for this
park. Abundant along the Al Foster Trail was
Eupatorium rugosum (white snakeroot), while a
nice stand of Andropogon gerardii (big bluestem)
decorated the base of bluffs along the Mera-
mec River. Seen also on the trail were Het-
erotheca subaxillaris (camphor weed), Clematis
virginiana (virgin’s bower), Conoelinium coelesti-
num (mist flower), Solidago gigantea (late gold-
enrod) and Verbena stricta (%:oary vervain).
Four Aster species were found in the park, A.
anomalus (blue), A. drummondii (Drummond),
A. lanceolatus (tall white) and A. patens
(spreiading). Among other interesting plants
seen in the park were Lechea mucronata (pin-
weed), Lespedeza repens (creeping bush clover),
Opuntia humifusa (eastern ;)rickly pear), Allium

stellatum (pink wild onion), Acalypha gracilens
(slender e seeded mercury), Crotgr’; willde-
nowti (rushfoil), Monotropa uniflora (Indian

pipe),Polymnhmmdemk( e leaf cup), B
mus pubescens (Canada broI:nale), Cunilf ) Bro-

mond’s goldenrod).
30, Valley View Glades Natural
Area, Jefferson County-—11 members scat-

tered over the glades enjoying ideal weather,

somewhat chilly early, but warming to a sunn
s?g;[Blefm-e mg Faﬁtex;he Sullivan exhiabi Y
P.€s and drawings of the tiny buffa], grass
(Buchloe dactylmdes) he had dxscogremed s:veral
weeks ago at Marais Temps Clair. Highlight of
the day was finding two ladies’ tresses orchid

capitatus (woolly croton), Gentiana puberuler*
(downy gentian), Polygala senega (seneca sna’
root), Scutellaria leonardii (Leonard’s skullcap)
and Sporobolus heterolepis (prairie dropseed).
October 7, Jackson Property and Katy Trail
State Park, Warren County—the weather fi-
nally deteriorated somewhat, with occasionat
showers and temperatures in the 60s, as a nir
crowd of 15 accepted the invitation of Jim &
Charlene Jackson, to visit their property, on
bluffs high above the Missouri River flood-
plain. Among interesting plants seen were As
ter drummondii (Drummond aster), A. novae-
angliae (New England aster), A. lateriflorus
(white woodland aster), Eupatorium serotinum -
(late boneset), Gnaphalium obtusifolium (sweet
everlasting), Solidago rugosa (rough leaf golde
rod), Spiranthes magnicamporum (Great Plains
ladies” tresses) and Vernonia gigantea (tall iron-
weed). Jim opened our eyes as he showed us
well developed woolly buckthorn tree (Sider-
oxylon lanuginosum) with a large trunk. After
we ate lunch and feasted on snacks furnished”
by the Jacksons, some of the group investi-
gated the Katy Trail and a wildlife area in the
floodplain. Here Nels Holmberg found Lyocop
virginicus (Virginia bugleweed), Smallanthus
uvedalius (bearsfoot), Azolla mexicana (mosqu’".
fm;na})and Wolffia brasiliensis (nippled water
meal). -

October 14, Castlewood State Park, St.
Louis County—due to the miserable weather,
a constant 50° drizzle, nine confined
themsekfes to the park road and nearby as-
phalt trail. The weather and fall season took a-
toll on ﬂowm’inﬁlplants; with eight being seen.
Aster pilosus (white heath aster), Rudbeckin tri-
loba (brown-eyed Susan), Prunella vulgaris (selt
heal), Eupatorium rueosumm (white snakeroot),
Polygonum scandens %fa]Se buckwheat), Aster
ontarionis (Ontario aster), Violg sororia (commof
violet) and Polygonum cespitosum ( 1
gndme&) 1




while the latter has erect capsules and prefers
tree bark. Kathy Thiele spotted two fungi,
shaggy mane (Coprinus comatus) and wood
ears (Auricularia auricula); both are edible, the
first choice and the second somewhat ques-
tionable. A red mulberry (Morus rubra) with
huge leaves was originally thought to be
basswood (Tilia sp.), until buds were examined.
October 21, Hughes Mountain Natural
Area, Washington County—10 persons trav-
eled to southeastern Washington County on a
foggy 60° day, to check out the glades and for-
ests of this natural area. Plants still flowering
included Aster anomalus (blue aster), A. patens
(spreading aster), Gamochaeta purpurea (purple
cudweed), Polygala sanguinea (field milkwort),
Gnaphalium obtusifolium (sweet everlasting),
Solidngo caesia (blue stem goldenrod),
Irichostema dichotomum (blue curls) and Vac-
sinium stamineum (deerberry). Some-other
#aniv of note were Agalinis gattingeri (rough
-i==:: gerardia), Baptisia bracteata (cream white
- %30), Bulbostylis capillaris (hair sedge), Crota-
" w sagittalis (rattlebox), Croton wildenowii
- usiifoil), Heuchera americana (common alum
>}, Hieracium gronovii (hairy hawkweed),
"echeq tenuifolia (narrow leaf pinweed) and L.
- Zronata (hairy pinweed). L e
October 28, Creve Coeur Lake Park, St.
~outie County— a trip to Little Creve
~oeur Lake was thwarted by a closed road, so
-small group of six decided to try out a new
~pPhalt and gravel trail, south and east of
-feve Coeur Lake. Weather started out
=2y with overcast skies and rain forecast,
- ;- Improved later to a sunny 75°. The trail
-=g=s Were fairly well manicured to appease

Z =35, but with Jack Harris, Rex Hill and Nels
iimberg venturing off-trail into nearby wet

vvvvv

" flowering were Sonchus asper (prickly sow
-—w2), Eupatorium rugosum (white snakeroot),
viygonum pensylvanicum (pinkweed) and Lobe-
- Stphilitica (blue cardinal flower). Other spe-
*== seen included Datura stramonium (purple
——~ Weed), Rorippa sessiliflora (sessile-flower
*=55), Cyperus acuminatus (fan cyperus), Ive
-~-— (marsh elder) and Alisma subcordatum
svuinen water plantain). Of special interest

7> the tiny Echinodorus berteroi (burhead),

-

-~ Umerous interesting plants were found.

named for its twisted leaf tips, and Nels came
up with a lush Ricciocarpos natans (mudflat liv-
erwort).

November 4, Shaw Nature Reserve, Frank-
lin County—12 toured the Goddard
River Trail, Meramec River floodplain Natural
Area and the Overlook Trail on a chilly, cloudy,
45° day. The Ilex decidua (deciduous holly)
bushes adjacent to the Trail House were flush
with bright, red berries. Still flowering were
Aster oblongifolius (aromatic aster), A. ontarionis
(Ontario aster), Cirsium discolor (field thistle),
Nothoscordum bivalve (false garlic), Perilla frutes-
cens (beefsteak plant) and Rudbeckia hirta
(black-eyed Susan). Also seen were Arundinaria
gigantea (giant cane), Manfreda virginica (false
aloe), Mimulus alatus (sharpwing m
flower), Onosmodium molle (marbleseed), Pen-
stemon digitalis (smooth beard tongue), Sauru-
rus cernuus (lizard’s tail), Spiranthes
magnicamporum (Great Plains ladies” tresses),
Stylophorum diphyllum (celandine y) and
Triosteum illinoense (horse gentian). An unusual
event was the flushing of a small covey of bob
white quail. John Oliver led the way on a short

" side trip in the bottomlands to see a giant, six

feet plus diameter sycamore tree (Platanus occi-
November 11, Missouri Boianical garden———
seven participants, including 1% timer Sue King,
wiseiychosepéalnecozyconﬁnesofﬂlel\dissouﬁ
Botanical Garden, thus mostly avoiding a con-
sistent and miserable 45° rain. A short stop at
the Ridgway “today’s flowering plants” dis-
play revealed a in the continuing saga of
nging botanical names, with mist flower,
formerly Eupatorium coelestinum, now labeled
as Conoclinium coelestinum. Upon entering the
Climatron, several tiny Chinese button quail
(Excalfactoria chinensi) were observed skittering
underneath the plant cover. Nels Holmberg
f)ointedoutﬁlegrempodsofa milkweed vine
Dichidia major) and flowers of an Aristolochia
arborea tree, unusual in that the primary Mis-
souri plant of this genus is a vine. The top of
the giant talipot palm tree (Corypha umbraculif-
era) been removed, to prevent damage to
the Climatron ceiling. A small plant with waxy
leaves was identified as alula (Brighamia insig-
nia), a federally endangered species, with only

 Brookings Interpretive Center, while observ-

o)



ing a collection of brightly colored, Central and
South American poison dart frogs, Jack Harris
speculated that any predator would only dine
once on these creatures. In the Schoenberg
Temperate House was seen pondberry shrub
(LindPe:a melissifolia), another federally endan-
gered species, with one Missouri site.
November 18, Robertsville State Park,
Franklin County—although the temperature
was a mild 60°, a persistent light rain kept the
participants down to four. The old oxbow
pond/slough area near the Roberts Cemetery
was explored. A heron rookery reported to be
at this site was not found. Plant of the day was
Adam & Eve orchid (Aplectrum hyemale), with
many green leaves being found, but only one
fruiting stalk. The only flowering species seen
was Polygonum punctatum (water smartweed).
Among other interesting plants spotted were
Callitriche ; lla (large water starwort),
Cyperus echinatus edgehog club rush), Digr-
rhena obovata (American beakgrain), Panicum
anceps (beaked panic grass) and Quercus shu-
mardii (Shumard oak). Nels Ho pointed
out Aﬁb‘mros laevis (common hornwort); this
plant, allied to liverworts, is fairly common on
disturbed, open soil, forming tall grass-like
taining sporophytes, above the basal
Nus ber 26, Mastod Histori
ovem , on State Historic S
Jefferson Co.—this day-after-Thanksgivi o

Thanks to Jack Harris and Rex Hill for fur:
nishing missing information to complete this

article.

Next deadline: Feb. 11!

No excuses this month—we have the latest
possible deadline because Feb. begins on a
Monday. As I'm sure you recall, Nature Notes -
publishes 10 issues a year, each mailed on the
third Mon. of the month—unless it’s Presi-
dent’s Day and the library is closed. To allow
time for layout, printing, etc., the deadline is
always 10 days prior.
Submissions—handwritten or typed, em:
IBM or Mac to: Anne McCormack, 587 An-
drews, St. Louis MO 63122-5722 :

<amccormack@stjosephacad.org> éﬁ

Scholarship Committee Members .

A few comments on “Scholarship News,” fro

the Jan. issue of Nature Notes. It was Dr. Alex
Cole, not Richard, who was the first chairman:
of the committee, and it was he who pot the
scholarship off to a very good start. The origi:
nal members of the committee were Dr. e

joined and is still an active member. Others
who were “on board” for a
fﬁsilr)iexm Dr. Richard Col

bers, Marshal Magner and
are still active members, éﬁ




Nature Notes Peadlines & Mailings

We meet at the Oak Bend Library, 842 S.

Holmes, Kirkwood to attach mailing labels. We

could use your help! Call Margie Richardson
314-965-8974.

mailing pa NN deadline
Tues. 2/15/05, 10~1 Oak BendFri.2/4

Tues. 3/22, 10-1 Oak Bend Fri.3/11
Mon. 4/18, 10-1 Oak Bend Fri.4/8
Tues. 5/17, 10~1 Oak Bend Fri.5/6
Mon. 8/15, 10-1 Oak Bend Fri. 8/5
Mon. 9/19, 10-1 Oak Bend Fri. 9/9
Mon. 10/17, 10-1 Qak Bend Fri. 10/7
Mon. 11/21, 101 Qak Bend Fri.11/11

Mon. 12/19/05, 10-1 Oak Bend Fri. 12/9
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< Copyright Statement

All articles in Nature Notes are printed with the
author’s permission. Persons or organizations
wishing to reprint articles should obtain the
author's ission and list credit to Nature
Notes, Webster Groves Nature Study Society.

Contact the editor éﬁ

Webster Groves Nature Study Society

Lhe objectives of the society are: To stimulate
inierest in nature study on the part of adults
=4 children to te with other organiza-
—=z:x in nature stugy to encourage amateur re-
—arch in the natural sciences to promote
“=wervation of wildlife and natural beauty.
Jpen to all with an interest in nature

7005 WGNSS Board
resident and Conservation Chair:
Yvonne Homeyer :
1508 Oriole Ln.
St. Louis MO 63144
314-963-7750
__homeyer@earthlink.net
- Vice President
lzry’ééDavid Mendelson
lﬁn%;bury’ Blvd.
St. Louis MO 63105
314-721-7116
_, docmendy@earthlink.net
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SR C Mar%vn erpstra

St. Louis, MO 63122
314-966-4582

ladybirdterp@sbcglobal .net
Treasurer: Randy Korotev

800 Oakbrook Ln.

St. Louis MO 63132

314-993-0055

rlkorote@artsci.wustl.edu

Membership Chairperson

314-961-2494
dadams5084@charter.net

Editor: Anne McCormack
587 Andrews
St. Louis MO 63122-5722
314-965-8091 b
amccormack@stjosephacad.
mccormacka@earthlink.net e
Mike Flieg
6803 Nashville
St. Louis MO 63139
314-645-3356

ieg@aol.com

Ornithology: David Becher
12829 Mariner’s Pt Ct.

St. Louis MO 63141
314-576-1146 ‘

Co-chair Ornithology: Mike Brady
636-391-7631 ‘
bradymp@aol.com

Botany Co-Chair: George Yatskievych
11949 Claychester Dr.

St. Louis MO 63131
314:—909—9540klvvt)rlcch
eorge.yatskievych@mobot.org

BotgnyaCo-Chair: Jeannie Moe
2419 Mayer Dr.

St. Charles, Mo. 63301-1379
636-946-9802

Entomology: Marshall Magner
516 Bacon Ave
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314-961-4588

Member at Large: Ann Earley
1425 Bobolink Place
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314-963-0103
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- Member at Large: Dr. Kimberlie McCue
Missouri Botanical Garden
314-577-9497
kimberlie.mccue@mobot.org

Member at Large: Mike Thelen
943 Morehouse Ln.
St. Louis, MO 63130-2158
314-862-6642

Need directions?

* Take 44 west to Gray Summit (100) exit, left
over highway, right onto service road and
immediately left into Arboretum.

® Meet at Brushy Creek trail head.

* Take 40 west toward St. Charles Co., left on
94, right on D, follow signs

* Hampton Lake—usual meeting spot—is the
first beyond headquarters

Castlewood State Park

® Take Manchester west, south (left) on New
Ballwin Rd., east (left) on Kiefer Creek Rd.,
follow signs.

. Annada, Mo., in Pike Co.
® From 1-270, take I-70 west to MO-79, then
(0]

L Jgstpastﬁtecitylinﬁtsjgn, there will be the
sign for the refuge. Turn right and follow
the road all the way to the refuge parking
lot, the usual meeting spot.

Crove Coour Goit. Comte

- * 300N. New Ballas in former Weber Schoo]
south of Olive St. Rd. and north of Ladue R~
. TakeZ?OLadueexiteast.

® Tumn north (left) on Ballas.

* Go 1/2mi1etoCreveC0eurGovt.
on east side of Ballas, Center,

. Ortake40toBaIlase)dt;gonorth.
Des Pores Park

® onBallas Road, one block north of Man-
chester Rd. in Des Peres

* Tum right'(east) at the Des Peres Park
sign—park in the first lot on the right.

72

Forest Park, Kenmedy Forest

* Highway 40 to Hampton north, follow
signs to St. Louis Zoo’s Living World. Ken-
nedy Forest is about 1/4 mi. west.

Howveshoe Li State Park

* Take I-55/70 east to Hwy 111 exit.

® Turn left onto Hwy 111 and follow road to
the entrance of the park on the left.

* Meet at the first parking lot to the right, ju
past the entrance.

Lake

® 50 miles east from downtown St. Louis, ap-
prox. an hour drive

* Cross the River on I-55/1-64/1-70.

* After a mile, the interstates split; take I-64 ,
east. Past O'Fallon IL, take exit #19 & exit
north on US-50/ IL 158.

* . Within 1/2 mile turn right on US-50 and cor
tinue through Lebanon for 24 miles to the
stoplight at the junction of Hwy. US 50 and
IL-127. Turn left

* Usual meeting spot is McDonald’s restau-
rant

Little Creve Cocrnr Lake

* Take }-270 to Olive Blvd. Go west.

* West on Olive to north on Creve Coeur

Mill Rd.

® Left (west) on St. L Co. Waterworks Rd.

* Go 0.4 mile to right (north) on River Valley.

* Enter Creve Coeur Athletic Complexon

Etght and meet near concession stand parking

Powdes Vau‘«, Nature Center

* 11715 Cragwold Road in Kirkwood

. 27'()3(».1tthi:oBigBendeast,sauﬁ't(right)"Ilé
Geyer, west (right) on Cragwold f

o orsou&uof44,take270norﬂ1toWatson

(366) east, immediate left on er, lefton

Cragwold Gey %
* ord44to Lindbergh Blvd., south to Watson

(366), west on Watson to north on Geyer,

west (left) on Cragwold. ‘
* approx. 1 mile to nature center, on right




Riverlands Esxwvironmental Desm. Prea

St

From 1-270 in north St. Louis County, take
Hwy. 367 north to Alton. :

Turn right into Riverlands at the Fisca
service station, just before the approach to

the Clark Bridge over the Mississippi River.

Usual meeting place is Teal Pond parking
lot, first right.

The membership meets on a variety of
days, Sept—April, at 7:00 PM

Take 40 to Lindbergh south, left at the sec-
ond light into library.

¢ 1640 South Lindbergh in Frontenac.
¢ All are welcome. Bring a friend!

Birding trip, park on north side.

e d

Tower

Grove Park

Take 44 to Kingshighway south, east (left)
on Magnolia, 1st right into park.

Usual meeting place is the Gaddy Bird Gar-
den, NW corner of the park.

Two Ravers (Mark Twaisr) NWR

Take IL-100 west from Grafton to Brussels

Ferry.
3.6 miles on Ill. River Rd., follow signs.

University Club Tower

1034 S. Brentwood, St. Louis, MO 63117
Brentwood, between Highway 40 and
Clayton Rd.

across from the Galleria

board meets on the 15th floor, Suite 1515,
on first Wednesday of the month at 7:00
PM

P
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Call 314-935-8432 for the latest bird sightings in St. Lovis.

February 2

7 PM Board meeting at University Club
Tower, 1034 S. Brentwood, 15th floor, Suite
1515. All members are welcome.

Friday Febavary 11
7:30 PM Joint meeting with St. Louis Audu-
bon at Creve Coeur Community Center,
300 N. New Ballas, Greg Iffrig of Pioneer
Forest. In case of inclement weather, call

the Community Center, 569-8999. Note the
change of day and time.

Nature Notes deadline Fri. Feb. 11

‘&
Sunday Jaruary 30

7 PM meeting at Magner’s, 516 Bacon Ave,,
Webster, 314-961-4588. Phillip Koenig will
present a program on “Prairie Obligate But-
terflies of Southwestern Misscuri."’g

Sunday F. 27
7PM meehn%@e{ s, above. Mike
Missouri

Arduser from the i Department of
Conservation will speak on “Natural

Ccmmu;uétzes[?‘epm&ency Among
@W
Thunsday March.

Field trips usually meet 9:30 AM. Beginners
welcome. Bring lunch, weather gear. Trip is

usually 3-5 hr. plus travel time. Call Fy. Sul-

hvan‘Z 71-7885 after 1 PM Wed for location.
E-mail is sent every Wed. with field trip
destination. To receive, send your e-mai]
address to Jack Harris <jahar@m,

74

Thwrsdays J

8:30 AM at Des Peres Park on Ballas, one
block n. of Manchester. Call Jackie Chain,
314-644-5998.

Jaruary 22 -
8 AM Riverlands, meet at Teal Pond with
David Becher, 576-1146. ‘

Jmm,., 22 |
8 AM SLAS at Forest 44. SL.AS with Mike.
Thelen and Josh Uffman.

Foﬁw S
8 AM WGNSS “Where the Birds Are.”
Parking lot of HQ of Co. Library, Lind-
bergh, south of 40. Meet on north side.
Bring lunch. David Becher 576-1146.

deu-wuf S |
1 PM SLAS at Riverlands with Mike Grant
and Josh Uffman.

deu-am, 19
8 AM Riverlands, meet at Teal Pond with
David Becher, 576-1 146.

Fd»u-wu, 19
9 AM SLAS at Baldwin Lk. & Peabody Coal
with Torrey Berger and Dave Rogles. Meet
at lake parking lot inside gate.

March S, 19, 2 26

8 AM WGNSS “Where the Birds Are.”
Parking lot of HQ of Co. Lj i
bergh,

brary, Lind-
rgh, south of 40. Meet on north side.
Bring lunch. David Becher 576-1146.

Saturday Mardh. 12

8 AM Riverlands, meet at Teal Pond with
David Becher, 576-1 146. :
harday March 12

:30 PM SLAS at Busch Wildlife: Annual
Woodcock and Owl Prowl. Meet at Hamp-

ton Lk. with Torre -
o y Berger and Josh Uff




March 26
8 AM SLAS Meet at Riverlands with Paul
‘Bauer and Pat Lueders. Group will drive to
Horseshoe Lake later.

Saturday Ppril 2 2 16 2 May 28
8 AM WGNSS “Where the Birds Are.”
Parking lot of HQ of Co. Library, Lind-
bergh, south of 40. Meet on north side.
Bring lunch. David Becher 576-1146.

< dind Aoril G
8 AM Busch Wildlife Area, meet at Hamp-

ton Lake. Bring lunch. David Becher 576-
1146.

lunday April 23

8 AM Tower Grove Park. Meet at Gus Fogt

site, just west of stable. Bring lunch. David
Becher 576-1146. =

trday April 30 |
8 AM Castlewood. Meet at boat ramp.
Bring lunch. David Becher 576-1146.

e pipe

May 7
8 AM Weldon Springs Wildlife Area, Lost
Valley Hiking Trail. Route D in St. Charles
Co. west of Busch Wildlife. Bring lunch.
David Becher 576-1146.

Saturday May 14

Big Day.

May 21
8 AM Shaw Nature Reserve (Arboretum).

Meet at Brush Creek Trail. Bring lunch.
David Becher 576-1146.

Join WENSS &2

What about a gift membership for Valentine’s
Day? Send $20 to Randy Korotev, 800 Oak-
brook Ln., St. Louis MO 63132
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