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BOTANICAL OBSERVATIONS AT THE

RANKEN ESTATE - MARCH 23, 1930.

A short afternoon hike over the
Ranken Estate revealed many famili-
ar Tloral acqueintances and sever-
al new ones. The Bloodroot (San-
guoinaria canadensis) and the Spring
Beauty (Cleytonia virginica) were
blooming in profusion.  Several
minute botanical gems were found.
They were Drabs carolimiana, Myo-
surus minimus (louse Tail), Hous-
tonia minima (Bluets), indroszce
occidentalis and (Corydalis aurea
(Colden CGorydalis), N e

Other observations were:- Cap-
silla Bursa-pastoris (Shepherds®
Purse), Anemonella thalictroides
(Rue Anemone), Dicentra cucularia
(Dutchman's Breeches), Viola Ra-
finesquii (Wild Pansy), Viola du-
culata (Common Violet), Nepeta he-
deracea (CGround Ivy), Mertensia
virginica (Virginia CowsIip), ¥er-
bena canadensis, Phlox devaricata
(Blue Phlox), Antennaria Plantag-
mifolia (Pussy Toes), Acer sachar-
rum and JStellaria meadia (Chick
Weed). Palémonium reptans (Jacob's
Ladder) was found In bud ready to
bloom in a few days. :
.. A few flowers were found en
route to +the Ranken Estate; the
Periwinkle (Vinca minor), Dande--
lion (Taraxacum officinale), Spice
Bush (Bengoin aestivale) eand the
Box Elder (Acer negundo). The to-
tal number of species Tound was
twenty six. Those present on this
hike were; Mr, Peterson, Dr. Hog-
stad, Mr. Lange and myself,

- Albert Heingze.

THE JUNIORS VISIT THE ZO0O.

On April 5, 1930 the junior
Nature Study went +o the =zoo.
Mrs. Roeder, Mrs. Brandhorst and
Mrs, Thomas took us..

First we went +to +the snake
house. There we saw a Mexican Rat
Snake laying eggs; they were ob-
long with rounded edges, white with
a tough skin.

We asked a man how they caught
snakes without hurting themselves.
They take a long stick and they
have a sack; the stick has a hook
on the end, +they catch the snakes
around the neck with the hook and
put them into the sgack.

Then we went to the other end
of the house and saw birds called
Java Sparrows, hite Java Sparrows
and Himalays Tits.

Next we went to the monkey house
One would spit if you got near him.
(Continued, column 2.)
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EXPLORATION OF A
RECENTLY DISCOVERED CAVE,

A new cave has been recently
discovered during the past winter
in Jefferson County, Missouri near
Antonia; it is on Mr. C. A. Rice's
country estate. I had the very
good fortune of exploring this
cave on February 23rd.

The cave 1is of Ordovician age
in the Paleogoic era and was formed
Trom the DPlattin or "homeycombed™
limestone. There are multitudes
of fentastic formations of stalac-
tites and stalagmites, numerous
coral and flower-like growths and
all sorts of exquisitely adorned
chambers, One room is called the
"Jail’™ because the stalagmites and
stalactites have grown together
forming numerous vertical bars and
broducing a jail-room effect; one
looks between the Dbars into the
deeper recegsses ahead and sees
countless stalactites adorning the
reol” of this "jail.™

There are numerous long winding
corridors that have no fantastic
formations, but whose walls are
formed of this honeycombed lime-
stone. Some chambers are quite
massive, a couble about fifty feet
high, ‘

One bat, a little one (Pipis-
trelle subflavus) was found near

the excavated entrance. Numerous
salamanders were found.  They were
of twoe different species: Spotted

Tail or Hoosier Salamander ( Spe-
lerpes maculicaudus ) and CaVe or
Long Tailed Salamander (Spelerpes
longicandus). Every time - the
light was shone on their placesg of
concealment they would protrude
their little heads from
crevices and stare blankly about.
Raccoon and probably mink tracks
were found in the soft mud close
to the underground stream.
several peculiar flies appeared
from time to time. Some were found
in the cave, others at the entrance
outside, - Julian Steyermark.

THE JUNIORS VISIT THE Z00.
There was a lot of monkey chatter-
ing and noise,

After that we went to the rac-
coons. Ve fed them popcorn; they
would throw up their paws and catch
1t. Some rubbed their paws against
your hands. .

Then we went o the bear pits;
there they stood up and begged for
Togd. Ve saw grizzlies, brown
bears, black bears and cubs. Then
it was time to go home.

- Katherine Pickens.
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EVOLUTION: OF WASPS' WESTING HABITS
At the March meeting of the
Entomological section, Mr. Rau
gave an “illustrated talk on the
Evolution of the Hesting Habits

in Vasps., After showing the nest-
ing habits of some of the Hymenop-
terous cncestors of wasps, gslides
were shown depicting the egg lay-
ing habits of wasds that make no
nests, then the habits of wasps
that sting the prey, lay an egg on
the body and drag it to Some gaeNr
ice and then the wasps thet sting
the prey in its own burrow, lay an
egg on its paralized carcass and
311 the burrow with soil. The
nictures later showed o large as-
~ortment of fossoral: vasps: whoge
nesting, hunting, egg-laying and
homing hablts are indeed intricate
~hd where on a psychic foundation
of instinct often behavior is ob-
~erved thatisakin to intelligence.

Prom . the solitary Vespildas
srensition stages - leading to s80-

cialization were showi, with the
£inal pictures of complex colonies
of social wesns in the tropics and
the intricate and 1ittle appreci-
atad colony of the bald faced hoxr-
net found at our very door. '

Taxonomists have nemed about
10,000 species of wasps. Out of
this mumber only - about 800 have

hed the life histories worked out
with eny degree of completion; but
these 800 studies COVETr & guffi-
cient number of forms to show thet
psychic evolution parallels beau-
tifully structural evolutlon.

¥r, Reu Ffurther had charts show-
ing how the social wWasps are e

- rived from the fossoral TasDs; how

the fossorsl wasps are 1n tusn. de~
+ived from the Ichneumon Wasps.
" aother brench of the family tree

"showed how ants are derived fTrom
+he putillid wasps and how heeg
are derived from the fogsoral

wasps.

A CARDINAT TALKS,

4 cardinal whistled what sound-
ed like "phut phe-e-e-6x." T sne=
wrered as well zs I.could whistle,
"Phut phut phe-e-e-er.’ He whig-
tled back,  "Phut phut phut phe-&-

c—er.™ T told him, "Phut phut phut
st phe-e-e-ex.” ‘He said, "Phut

chut phut phut phut phut Phe-e-e-
ST I could not whistle well e-
nouch to raise the mumbér, SO

T8

ol

snd Tthen just lcooked av
was disgusted.
- Hattie Stones.
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ZVENILG STAR.
occassions 1 have

PRESENT

On several
ween asked, "What 1s thet very
bricht star that hangs in the west
shortly after sunset?" A few words
about it may deserve a little
space.

The fistar® is
but is a planed
a member of our own
vevolving around the sun, but in
many respects is gimilar to the
earth. These facte, as interest-
ing as they nay be, are eclipsed
(you may see for vyourself) Dby her
rare beauty as she majestically
follows the sun below the horizon.

Tn a small telescope she appears
as The moon, going'through‘various
phases depending upon her epparent
position in reference TO the sun.

not a star at all,
which, not only is

solar system

it the present time,; Venus (that
is her name) ~appecrs 28 the moon
2t third quarter. She has Just

recently passed behind the.sun, 18
now swinging slong her orbit and
sneedily overtaking the earth.

Just before catching up with us
she will appear ag a thin crescent
& 10X or 'l2X Fiedd
large as a two-day
moon through a 75X telescope. Any
effort to watch this wonderful
world as she chanses her position
ant phases will certainly Tepay
one bv enhancing his knowledge of
the real and apparent motions of
the planets- and . actually secelng
the differences -between other
worlds and stars,

Tor those intevested, I anpend
two observational records made lag

-t

year in Vebster.
"iay 19, 1929; 4:10A.M. Atmoaphere
clear. Instrument: 2" telegcope,

337 eye-piece; no mounting.

"Phe crescent phase of the
planet showing unusually clear.
The color of the planet was a sil-
very yellow with the edges green-
igsh fading toward the center. The
apparent size of the crescent was
607 of arc from tip to tip.”

"May 30, 1929, 4:00 4. M, Athos=-
vhere clear, Instrument:" same as
above. UThe crescent phase clearly
seen in spite of blurring of the
edges due to the excessive brilli-
: In csolor it
seemed. more silvery than wsuEls. 2
color impossible to duplicate with
the hrush. The apparent size of

the planet Was about 50" to 55" of
are from +ip to tip., In con-

narison with the previous obsgerva-
tion (May 19), the planet has Ce-
creased in size 5% to 10", of care
and the crescent is somewhat thiclk
er in proportion to its length than
In brilliance it hags shown
if any®
= Stwart L. O'Byriae.
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South from ths Arntire Road.

There will be a GARTEN TRIP on Saturday aftornoon ey 16th, ek 2.3 0
asscmbling at Mrs. Satterthwait!s home "Clove—Irig! n, P
erly Flacs.
there,
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ANNCUNCEMENTS FOR MAY, 1938
GROUF MEET INGS = Meet and Greet the New Cheirmen:::

PHCTOGRAFHY Groupe  londay May 5, 8 PM, at the Musller
residence, 12 Armin Ave.,Gjexmdale Heights.

"Photo Micography."® Mr. Rau, Chairman.
MICROSCOFY Group. Friday May 9, 8 PM, at the U.S.Entomo-
logical Laboratory, 527 Ivanhoe Place, Webster Groves.

" "liaking of Paraffin Sections with Microtomeg,"

Dr. Meiners, Chairmen. .
ICHTHYOLCGY Group. lMonday May 12, 8 PM, at the Ento-
mological Laboratory.

Commensalism and Symbiosis of Animal Life."

Mr. Hubricht, Chairman.

GEOLOGY Group. Thursdey May 15, 8 PM, at the Entomolo-
gical Laboratory. '

"Forces of Weathering." Miss Marty, Chairman.
ASTRONOMY Group. Saturday May 17, 8 PM, at the Stockwell
residence, 208 Buclid Avenue, North Webster. :

"Stellar Observations from the Lawn! with telescope
field glass and camera. Bring yours.

Mr. Townssnd, Chairman.

BOTANY Group, Monday day 19, & PM, at the Entomological
Laboratory. '
"Complexity and Simplicity in the Structurs of Flowers."
(The sunflower is complex in its structure,- the butter—
cup simpla. Do you know why? t will make the
talk very interesting if ¥rH everyone will bring in soms
wild flowsrs. Miss Glatfelder, Cheirman.
ENTOL'OLOGY GROUP, Friday 23, 8 FM, at the Entonological

Laboratory. "The Occurence of Presks'- ' -

& result of artificial temperaturs extremes.

¥r. Harold O'Byrne, Chairmen. Assicted by Jack Neavles. |
ORNITHOLOGY Group, lMonday ley 26, 8 PM, at the Entomological

Laboratory. "A Discussion of the Warblers Obesrved on |

the Recent Bird-welks." Ba, 2t ¥
THE JUNIOB Group will mset on Wednesday afternoon’st half past

three at Mrs. Picken's home, 72 Marshall Place.

S D =

BIRD WALK and ANNUAL FIELD TRIF TO BOSCHERTOWN, on Sunday
Yay 1llth, assembling st the East approach to the St.Charles,
Lo. bridge at 5 o'clock AM. At 5.15 cross the bridgs to 8St.
Charles end follow Highway 94 North about five miles o the
BgschertDWn school house. Bring your bird books ,note books,
field glasseg lunch enough for two msals and wear hiking boots-

_ O?her sird Walks for May will be,(411 starting at « . ..
O30 LK)~ Bunday [&y &,Bach Station on the Manchester/Osags
hll%s car gfine: Sunday May 18, Junction or Watson and Grant
Roads, the best route bcing Big Zend to So.Rockhill Road to
Watson Road to Grant Rosd.

Sunday May 25 will be the laat Eird Welk, at the new Nature-
Study Society Cebin five miles buyond Valley Park and an even
three miles boyond the Fan':i:. ©:hool on gravol road leading

: : Erizg lunch,as this will be a
combined bird walk ang houserarming.
-

, 118 Way-
Other gardens to be visited will be announced




