~K-A-T-U-R-E = N~-O~T-B-8— - .

‘Phe Bulletin of the Wobster Groves Nature-Study Society

Vol. 2, No. 9.

WHEN THE WIND BECOMES PLAYFUL.

As the wind, one of the nost
powerful of natural forces. some=-
times becomes quite playful and
even destructive, in the Iletter
case impressing itsslf greatly up-
on +the minds of men, it would be
well to have on record in this
bulletin, the fine observation of a
tornado by Mr. will Keller of
Greensburg, Kansas, which followe.

Mr. Keller releates thet on the
afternoon of June 22, 1928, hs no-
ticed the approach of a dark cloud
end saw that it consisted of three
tornadoss. After hurrying  his
family to the cyclone cellar, he
paused to watch the approach of
the furnsl-shaped clouds.

"Two of the tornadoes looked
1ike great ropes dangling from the
clouds, but the nearest one was
shaped like & fumnel, with ragged
clouds surrounding it. I saw that
the lower end was beginning %o
rise and knew that if the tornado
agein dipped I could drcp down and
close the door before being harmed.

Tat last the gregt sheggy end
of the funnel hung directly over-
head. Everything was as still as
death. Thers was a stroag, gassy
odor and it sesmed that I  eould
not breathe, & screaming, hissing
sound came directly from the fun—

nel. I looked up and to my aston-
jshment I saw right into the heart
of the tornado. There wes & ocir-
cular opening in the center, about
50 or 100 feet in diameter, and

extending straight upward for a
distance of at least one-half mile.
The walls of this opening were ToO-
tating clouds and the whole we.s
made brilliantly visible by . con-
stant lightning which zigzagged
from side to side. L " i

Bargacie a8 lower rim ~small
tornadoes were comsbtantly breaking
BwWay « These looked like taile.
Tt was these that made the hissing
noise. The great whirl was anti-
clockwise, but the small twisters
rotated hoth ways. The tornado
was not travelling at a great speed.
I had plenty of time to get a good
view of it, inside and out.

Kok
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QUT-OF-SEASON VISITORS.

The six members of our
got a reel thrill at  Red Roeck
(Hughes liountain), on October 26,
when we found Vaccinim staminsum L.
(Deerberry Squaw Huckleberry) in
bloom. Ordinarily, the plant
blooms in the early spring and the
fruit is ripe by +the middle of
June,so that it wes a real surprise
to find the plent in bloom so late
-— or sarly??

Then, at the Royal Gorge, (Mo.)
on November 2, 1 saw Hemamelis
virginiana L. (Witch-hazel), in
bloom for the first tims. Another
surprise that day was Viole peda-
ta L.

And, though probably not out—
of-sesson visitors, but deserving
memhion nevertheless, was &  flock
of purple finches seen by three of
the members of our party.

- D.A.B.

pe.rty

NEW PROJECT FOR ASTRONOMY GROUP.
Tt is not only trus that the

anateur astronomer can make real
worthwhile observations of posi-
tive scientific velue, but such
Observetions are eagerly gought
for by several astronomical soce

jeties and published with due cred-
it to the observer. Most of this

meterial is published in  Popular
Agtronomy.
The fields in which the eme-

teur can work are meteors, zodia-
cal iight and variable stars.

These can be worked with ‘the
naked eys, field glass or small tel-
85COP8 .

A committes under the chairmen—
ship of Mr. S. P. Jones was appoint-
ad to determine whether or not it
would be practicable for the group

_to take up some of this work as @

group project, and i B0, B8 Pro-
sent plans for such to the szroup.

This comuittes will meet some-
+ 46 this month and report at this
month' s mesting if they will  have
met before that date.

Several members have voicad
their desire +to take part in this
wori, and others who may be inter-
ested are urged to attend ths as-

{ronomy meetings so as %o get in on
the "ground floor™:.
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A WATURE EIKE OF INTEREST.
(Continued from December number)
Out of the woods & little bit
further we found the Llack Locust.
It had bark +that was Dblack and
rough and the compound leaves Were
very lace-like. Right under the
Blacli Locust was the Scarlet Haw.
It hee smeller fruit than its cous-
in, the Red Haw.
Mr. Myers said that his place
had once been under the sea and he

showed us some coral that looked
like & honey comb. As We wers
walking we saw osks that we had

already found and Mr. ilvers Tre-
viewed us on them. L litule Tar-
ther on we found some velry heavy
end thick moss. It had blossoms
on it it thet were very intsresting.
To the naked eye they looked lile
the antennae of a bubtterfly. Their
color is & pinkish mixed with green.

We were nearing the quarry but
the rocks were rathser ordinary 8o
there is not very much to tell e-
bout . But in the lower part of

he quarry, in e little place like
a cliff, we found a neat. It may
have been a Cliff Swallow's nesb,
but I do not lgaow. Also, down in
the quarry we found 2 blus flowser
that we were told was one of the
Cempanulas. The ten-petaled sun-
flower was growing very close 1o
the Cempanula; it was very pretty.

Mr. Myers showed us <+the moss
plant ,end the little leaves, as
moet people call them, Were not
leaves at all but were little sep-
arate plants with leaves of thsir
OWILe He showed us the Poison Ivy
and told us that you could not get
poisoned unless the juics of it
gets on you. e =also found the
wild Crab Apple, but it was a lit-
tle one. We also found the Vir-
ginia Creeper and lLir. Mycrs ghowed
us the five leaves ahd the differ-
ence between it and the Pcison Ivy.
fle found the Golden hod a. little
farther on, Wwhich everyone should
lnow. e also found Sweet Lver—
lasting which is white.

Then Mr. Myers showed us & tree
and asked us what it was. It was
the Chestnut Oak which looks  much
like the Chestnut, from which it
gets 1is neus. lext we saw the
Sumac that was just turning red.

We &lso found & Llittle lav-

‘ FRAGRANT BUTTERFLIES.

Do you know - that some bubterflies
heve scents as sweet and fregrant
as any flower?

Do you know - thet this is true

~of some of our most abundant and
best known speciss?

Do you know ~ why they possess this

—ﬁpigasant and attractive quality?

These questions will be an-
swered at the January meeting of
+he Entomology Group, and those who
are prosent then wiil undoubtedly
find the subject 80 interosting
thet they will be ssen testing
their sniffing talents on ths but-
terflicg all next summer.

HEAR BIRD SOLG RECORDE.

lsmpsra who attended . the Na-
ture Licledy meeting on llonday Eve-
fing, November 10th, had the priv-
2lsge end pleasure of hearing six
of ¥r. Edward Avis! phonograph re-—
corde of Rird Songs, Wwith the ©Op=
porbunity to hear each two Or three
timezs.

(A NATUWE HIKE OF INTEREST).
ender flower, bput I cen not find
out’ whet it is. Then we found the
gnaka Rooh.  This soring when the
cows were producing impure milk
Sncke Roct was the plant That poi-
goned it. On one of the nlants
we sew the ilonarch Butterfly. It is
the most common bubterfly in  this
part of the country. &lso on the
plant was the Painted Ledy Butter--
fly. My sistsr fournd 2 pod that
lookdlike two pods thelt had grown
togekher et the ends, bubt I think

they wore deformed. Just as we
wera about to walk into the yard
we found a persimmon tree. The
psrsimuons were the size of a man's
watch and were rathsr flat. The

persimmons were good,-— and how?

I think we all learned very
much for one day and we had & very
lovely time.

~Mary Louise Ellison.

NEW "LODGE" OFF ICERS

At the 1last meeting of the Na-
ture-5tudy Lodge Unit, Dr. Edwin C.
ieiners was clected Camp Directior,
to susceed Mr. Stockwell. He, to-
gethar with 1. Charles Stones and
iir, Williem Pickens, will  compose
ile Lyecubive Cormittec and assume
charge of the Lodge managoment.

Mr. Stones Wwill act as Becretary
and Yr. Pickens as Treasurer. lhlore
about Lhis in the next issus.

Roads are pevead to the Lodge

, now, and members of the Sociaty can

spend eujoyable, healthy winter days
in the Rankin Woods, using the Lodge
and its cheerful warmth for shelter.
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ANNOUNCELENTS FOR JANUARY, 1931

GROUP LEET INGS

FKieroscoypy Group: Friday evening, Januery 9, 3 PM. At the

UV.E.Entomclogical Laberatory, 527 Ivanhos Fl. ,iiebster Grovas,.
1l el ot = . = . "

FPurther milcriscopical sxaminaticns of bleod", by Dr. Edwir
F. leiners, chairian. Ering microscopes.

Astronsuy Treup: Saturdey evening, January 17, 8 pl., at the

ﬁonea residence, 690 Zonita Avenue, Uebster roves.
™

The Variable Stars!. 2T+ £o O'Byrne and _r. lillearp.
Gsneral discucsion later.

ROt (an . = s = ®) » -
gyB0tany Croup: Monday svening cPruary 19, 8 Pii, at the

Entomological Laboratory. this meeting will be of
unusual interest, for the Soclety will have tle rare opnor-
tunity of pgdin meeting and he-ring iR. JOUN HELLOGG.

Mgs. A. F. SATTERTHWAITOrnitholegy Group: Friday evening January 23, 8 B, at the

Nature-Melody Secretary

R. W. STOCKWELL
Camp Director

S. A. TOWNSEND, JR.
Astronomy

Botany

HAROLD O’BYRNE
Entromology

Mrss ALICE MARTY
Geology

LESLIE HUBRICHT
Iehthyology

DRr. EDWIN P. MEINERS
Microscopy

DAVID RAU
Nature Photography

WALTER PALMER
Ornithology

STUART L. O’BYRNE
Ediror

NATURE NOTES

GROUP CHAIRMEN g ntemol og

Miss EDITH E. GLATFELDER

he Junior Group will have two

Jones residence, 690 Eonita Avenue .

I 4 .

eports on observations of birds seen this winter", and
other tonics. General discussion.

e y Group: l}onday evening January28, 8 P, at the
Zntonological Laboratory. 'Fragrant butterflies", M.
Farold O'Byrne, chairman.

) GENZRAL VEET ING.
On Friday evening, Jenuary30, 8 Fli., sgein at the
J.5.Entomological Leboratory, 527 Ivanhoe Plree,
"2 visit to the Scilly Islands" with DE. ZIGAR ANDERSON
as guide.
Dr. inderson has recently returneé from England,where
he has been for over a yea, and brings back an extremely

interesting rccount of these isi~nds,located Just off the
ceast of Znglcond, Illustrated.

OTHER AFNOUNCE: ENTS .
ueetings, on "Bur winter birds

tnd how to feed then'. One on dednesday afternoon January

28 Tor the Lristol school groeup after school closes ot the homs
of:¥rs. Pickens, 72 lLisrshell “lace. The other on Eridey af-
ter;oon “anutry 3o fortAvery  School group, arter school closes
&t the howme of irs. Ischannen, 301 Clork. ’

IATURE-STUDY LODGE. i

Pr. Edwin P. lLieiners has been elected Camp Dirsctor »f the Lodgs,

with Mr., Jillicm Pickens and Y¥&. C harles Stones 11 5eIVe
with him on the Lxeocutive Committes. Thess gentlezen will have
chazrge of the Lodgs nffairs for the coming year. -

anne A« Jones, Secretary.




